In Support of Pro-Democracy Efforts in Burma


The disturbing reports of the violent crackdown being inflicted upon the peaceful pro-democracy demonstrations led by Buddhist monks and nuns in Burma (Myanmar) lead us to draft this letter in support of their efforts to realize a truly harmonious society. 

The spiritual leaders of Burma seek to alleviate the suffering caused by the inequities and injustice of an oppressive military government.  For decades, their peaceful actions on behalf of the exploited populace have met brutal suppression.  The recent confrontations have included even harsher and more inhumane treatment of the monastic community and civilian population.  They reveal a government that has lost the moral authority to lead. 

Reflecting on the Teachings of the Buddha for guidance, we cite his admonition that: “Of societies, there are three kinds.  First, there are those that are organized on the basis of power, wealth or authority of leaders.  

“Second, there are those that are organized because of its convenience to the members, which will continue to exist as long as the members satisfy their conveniences and do not quarrel.


“Third, there are those that are organized with some good teaching as its center and harmony as its very life.


“Of course, the third and last of these is the only true society, for in it the members live in one spirit, from which unity of spirit and various kinds of virtue will arise.  In such an organization there will prevail harmony, satisfaction and happiness.” 
 This is the society that we all seek.  The monks and nuns of Burma are attempting to lead their country in this direction.  


In a spirit of understanding the causes and conditions of suffering and a concern for alleviating them, we add our voices to the urgent call for humanitarian and diplomatic aid to be provided to the citizens of Burma, to help them bring about a peaceful, harmonious, and enduring society.   
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