	
   
[image: image1.emf] 


  



	A REPORT ON THE CONSULTATIVE MEETING 

Held on July 16 2007 

777 United Nations Plaza - 7TH Floor Presbyterian Conference Room


1:
Introduction

Women of faith from USA and Canada convened in New York at the 777 United Nations Plaza on the 16th of July 2007 for a consultative meeting on building the North American Women of Faith Network. The meeting was co-convened by Religions for Peace (The World Conference of Religions for Peace – WCRP) International Secretariat & USA Chapter.

The aim of the meeting was to discuss ways of building, coordinating and enhancing networking among women of different religions in North America based on existing national, local and regional interfaith and faith-based networking activities that women from different faith traditions very skillfully lead in their own religious communities. The meeting was an initial consultation that allowed the planning in the process of building the North America Women of Faith Network as part of Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network. 

The opening remarks were given by Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. The sessions in the agenda were chaired by various women religious leaders: Mrs. Rajinderjit Kaur Singh, Sikh Heritage Organization; Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton, General Secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches; Mrs. Judith Hertz, Co-Chair, Commission on Inter-Religious Affairs, Union of Reformed Judaism; Mrs. Brenda Smith, UN NGO Representative World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women; and Mrs. Karen Hurley, President General World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations.

In his opening remarks, the Secretary General pointed out that peace was the ultimate goal of all religions and at the centre of peace was the well-being of humanity and the family. Women of faith played pivotal roles in promoting peace and the ultimate well-being of the human family, and that is why such a meeting to support networking among women of different faiths was critical. Dr. Vendley gave an historical overview of Religions for Peace, an international non-sectarian organization that was established in 1970 and that aims at promoting multi-religious cooperation for peace. Today Religions for Peace has established over 70 inter- religious councils all over the world and a Global Women of Faith Network. 

2:
The Context

Religions for Peace established the Women’s Mobilization Program in 1998 to promote the role of religious women in conflict transformation, peace-building and sustainable development. In 2001, the program launched the first-ever Global Women of Faith Network, which has since expanded into regional networks in Africa, South East Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and more recently to Europe. North America is yet to organize such a network. At present, the Global Network includes more than 1000 Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Indigenous, Sikh and Zoroastrian religious women’s organizations. 

In August 2006, women of faith leaders from sixty-five countries of the world and from the world’s major faith traditions gathered in Kyoto, Japan for Religions for Peace Women’s Assembly. North American delegates confirmed that women of faith networks are essential, as the world needs women’s voices of peace from the perspective of faith. Women of faith must claim their voices, and set the agenda and speak out on difficult and controversial issues that affect them. Particular questions raised by the North American women of faith at the World Assembly included: 

· What was life sustaining in building North America women of faith network? What would be the responsibility of such a network? 

· To what extent might the women of faith network in North America speak against the culture of war and trade in arms? 

· How could Religions for Peace facilitate collaboration and create linkages and build alliances among women of faith networks with other non-faith based organizations and UN agencies?
· How might women of faith networks further enhance the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in their communities? 

The North American delegates recommended that there was a need for a practical action agenda for the North America Women of Faith. 

This consultative meeting was a step towards implementing these recommendations and carrying on the work already began. The women of faith shared personal stories on their paths to peace and affirmed the need to establish the North American Women of Faith network and share their humanity, especially in troubled world of terrorism, poverty, violence and other forms of hopelessness.

3:
Building the North American Women of Faith Network: Structure and Membership

Having affirmed the need for a multi-religious women of faith network in North America, the women of faith discussed the structure and membership of such a network as follows:

Structure:

Religions for Peace North American Women’s Coordinating Committees will be formed and mandated to advise and provide strategic leadership and direction on building the Religions for Peace North American Women of Faith Network. The North American Women’s Coordinating Committee (NAWCC) shall consist of fifteen to twenty representatives of the Religions for Peace regional women of faith networks. This Committee shall co-opt women already serving in Religions for Peace “World Council” and International Women’s Coordinating Committee as ex-officials. The Committee members would serve for five years, until the next World Assembly of Religions for Peace. In constituting this NAWCC, due consideration shall be given to achieve religious and geographical balance and to integrate young women of faith.  The Committee shall elect its own co-coordinators, one of whom may be co-opted to the International Women’s Coordinating Committee. 

The participants agreed on the following process to constitute the NAWCC:

I. To form an Ad-hoc Leadership committee that would give recommendations on constituting the North American Women’s Coordinating Committee. The following members were chosen to serve in the Ad-hoc Leadership Committee: 

· Ms. Mia Adjali (Christian protestant)

· Ms. Judith Hertz (Jewish)

· Ms. Farhana Mateen (Muslim)

· Ms. Karen M. Hurley (Christian Catholic)

· Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton (Christian Protestant)

The Ad-Hoc Leadership Committee was tasked primarily to make recommendations in three weeks time and present them to the larger consultative group by mid September 2007. Religions for Peace would facilitate communication through email and phone among the members of the ad-hoc leadership committee.

II. To reconvene in a second consultative meeting around October 2007 in which the participants will prepare a nomination slate for the North American Women’s Coordinating Committee.

Membership
Building the Religions for Peace North America Women of Faith Network shall be guided by the following principles:

· Ensure representativity, recognizing that a person, or group of persons, can represent, informally or formally, concerns of a larger community. Membership must seek to ensure representation from different religions and geographical regions.

· Respect of religious differences

· Action on deeply held and widely shared concerns

· Preserve the identity of each religious community; use existing religious women’s organizations as building blocks.

· Honor the ways religious communities are organized.

Participants agreed to review an inventory of religious women’s organizations in North America and plan towards convening a major networking Forum for the North American Women of Faith Network in 2008.

4:
Thematic Focus of the North American Women of Faith Network 

Participants brainstormed on the thematic focus for the North American Women of Faith Network. They emphasized that it was important not to duplicate efforts, but rather build on spiritual, human, and institutional resources that already exist among religious communities to promote multi-religious cooperation for peace and take collective action for the common good guided by the following main thematic areas:

· Build Peace and transform conflict

· Advance Sustainable Development, including the advancement of Millennium Development goals and protection of the environment.

· Network and build a community of women of faith for peace, human rights and development.

Specific issues that were identified where women of faith could share good practices and advocate for action included:

I. The trafficking of women and girls. It was pointed out that the Maryknoll sisters had just released an impressive documentary on trafficking, which would be an excellent resource for women of faith in North America.

II. HIV/AIDS and poverty in North America and the underlying silence on the resulting impact on women and girls

III. Security and violence against women and girls (domestic violence, sexual violence, urban gun violence and violence against young and/or migrant women)

IV. Global warming and how it affects women especially from developing counties

Women, faith and development alliance (WFDA)

An overview of the Women, Faith and Development Alliance was given. The alliance is co-convened by Religions for Peace, InterAction, Women’s Edge and the National Cathedral in Washington DC, with the aim of forging partnerships among faith and secular and development organizations to increase investments for women and girls. WFDA is preparing a World Summit to be held in 2008. Participants were invited to reflect on that and share their thoughts about the engagement of North American Women of Faith Network.

5:
Summary and conclusion 

A summary of the meeting was presented with the following immediate actions and milestones:

· Communication be maintained through email and telephone with all participants. The contact list of participants would be shared with all the participants.

· Constitution of the suggested list of North American Women’s Coordinating Committee be finalized by 6th of August 2007 by the Ad Hoc Leadership Committee.

· Another consultative meeting be convened in October 2007 and engage other key persons to further review the suggested list of members of the NAWCC.

· The inventory of Religious Women’s Organizations be sent to the participants for further review and recommendations.

· A planning process be put in place towards convening Religions for Peace North American Women of Faith Network Regional Conference/Assembly in 2008.

· Participants share the report on the meeting with other stakeholders in respective religious communities.

ADDENDUMS

A:     List of Participants

	List of Participants
Religions for Peace North American Women of Faith
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	Name & Title
	Organization 
	Address & Email

	1.
	Mrs. Brenda Smith,

NGO Representative
	World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
	5 Stanley Road, White Plains, NY 10605

Bsmith0825@aol.com 

	2. 


	Mrs. Husena Poonawala


	Dawoodi Bohra - Anjumane Badri
	55 Addison Drive, Short Hills, NJ, 07078

Tel. 973.921.2892

908.239.3939

husei@yahoo.com

	3.


	Mrs. Judith M. Hertz

Co-chairperson, Commission on Interreligious Affairs
	Union For Reform Judaism
	200 East 71st St., New York, NY 10021

Tel. 212.737.1538

jmhertz@msn.com 

	4.
	Mrs. Rajinderjit Kaur Singh

Vice President


	The Sikh Heritage Foundation
	9 Locust Lane

Glenhead, NY 11545

rsingh@optonline.net 

	5.
	Mrs. Mamoona Choudry


	Islamic Circle of North America
	Islamic Circle Of North America  (general address)

166-26 89th Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432

Tel: (718) 658-1199
icnasisterswing@yahoo.com 

	6.


	Mrs. Farhana Malui Mateen

	Islamic Circle of North America
	Islamic Circle Of North America  (general address)

166-26 89th Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432

Tel: (718) 658-1199
icnasisterswing@yahoo.com 

	7.
	Mrs. Ruth Funai
	Buddhist Churches of America & New York Buddhist Church
	331-332 Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10025

	8.
	Sr. Ann Marie Braudis
	Maryknoll Sisters
	Maryknoll Sisters (general address)
PO Box 311Maryknoll, NY 10545-0311
Phone: 914-941-7575
a_braudis@yahoo.com 

	9.
	Mrs. Nancy Okada
	Buddhist Churches of America & New York Buddhist Church
	The New York Buddhist Church (general address)
331-332 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10025

Tel: 212 687 0305

nokada@gc.cuny.org 


	10.
	Mrs. Mia Adjali

Vice President
	World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women
	777 UN Plaza, 11th floor 
New York, NY 10017

mia@adjali.com

	11.
	Dr. Uma V. Mysorekar

President
	Hindu Temple Society of North America
	45-57 Bowne St., Flushing, NY 11355

nytemple@aol.com

	12.
	Sr. Clare Nolan

NGO Representative
	Congregation of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd
	211 East 43rd St., Room 302

NY, NY 10017

Cnolan8345@aol.com

	13.
	Sr. Mary Kay Louchart

International Secretariat
	The Grail
	PO Box 540082, Bronx, NY 10454

Tel: 718-665-0271
Fax: 718-665-0898
E-mail: Grail-IPT@juno.com

	14.
	Mrs. Karen M. Hurley 

President General
	World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations
	WUCWO Secretariat

37, rue Notre-Dame-des-Champs

75006 Paris France karenmhurley@gmail.com

	15.
	The Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton

General Secretary
	The Canadian Council of Churches
	47 Queens Park Crescent East

Toronto M5S 2C3
hamilton@ccc-cce.ca


	16.
	Ms. Stephanie Alenda

Intern
	Religions for Peace (WCRP)


	777 United Nations Plaza 9th Floor

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: + 212 687 2163 
Fax: + 212 983 0098 
email: salenda@wcrp.org

	17.
	Ms. Maria Gonzalez
Intern
	Religions for Peace (WCRP)
	777 United Nations Plaza 9th Floor

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: + 212 687 2163 
Fax: + 212 983 0098 
email: mgonzalez@wcrp.org

	18.
	Ms. Shreya Kumar
Intern
	Religions for Peace (WCRP)
	777 United Nations Plaza 9th Floor

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: + 212 687 2163 
Fax: + 212 983 0098 
email: skumar@wcrp.org

	19.
	Mrs. Rori Picker

Acting Executive Director
	Religions for Peace USA
	777 UN Plaza New York, 9th Floor

New York, NY 10017

Tel: + 212 338 9140

Fax: + 212 983 0566

rori@rfpusa.org


	20.
	Ms. Jacqueline Ogega Director, Women’s Program
	Religions for Peace (WCRP)
	777 United Nations Plaza 9th Floor

New York, NY 10017 
Tel: + 212 687 2163, ext 27  
Fax: + 212 983 0098 
email: jogega@wcrp.org


B:     Agenda
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	Time
	CONSULTATIVE MEETING AGENDA
July 16 2007 

777 United Nations Plaza Church Center

7TH Floor Presbyterian Conference Room
	Facilitators

	11:30


	Introduction 

Welcoming Remarks

Getting to know each other

Background

· Highlights and overview of current women of faith services and structures in North America

· Overview on Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network
	Mrs. Rajinder Kaur Singh (IWCC), Sikh Heritage Organization



	12:00
	Rationale and Process
Building of the North America Women of Faith Network

Structure and membership
	Rev. Dr. Karen Hamilton, (World Council), General Secretary, Canadian Council of Churches

	12:30
	Action items – Working lunch

Network coordination & members’ roles and responsibilities

Specific actions and expected results, resource, 

· What needs to be achieved? By when?

· Who has to do what when to make it happen?

· What is to be the process towards launching the North America Women of Faith Network?
	Mrs. Brenda Smith, UN NGO Representative World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 

	01:30
	Working Groups 

· Strategic Themes: Working Group to consolidate surveys and Identify thematic foci 

· Convening Regional NAWFN

· The Women, Faith and Development Alliance (WFDA)


	Mrs. Judith Hertz (IWCC),

Co-Chair, Commission on Inter-Religious Affairs, Union of Reformed Judaism

	03:00
	Next Immediate steps

Schedules and milestones

Conclusion
	Mrs. Karen Hurley, (World Council), President, World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations


C:     Meeting Photos 

	Dr. William Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace at the front to the right giving opening remarks to the participants at the North American Women of Faith Network Consultation 
	From Left to right: Mrs. Karen Hurley, Mrs. Farhana Malui, Mrs. Mamoona Choudry, Sr. Mary Kay Louchart, Mrs. Rajinderjit Kaur Singh, Mrs. Husena Poonawala 
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	From left to right: Dr. Uma V. Mysorekar, , Ms. Jacqueline Ogega, Sr. Ann Marie Baudis, Mrs. Nancy Okada, Mrs. Ruth Funai
	From Left at the back row: Mrs. Judith Hertz, Ms. Rori Picker, Mrs. Mia Adjali and Mr. Paul Sherbow. -Not visible–Mrs. Brenda Smith
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