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Religions for Peace Commitments

in Support of the Women, Faith, and Development Alliance
31 March 2008
ENDING POVERTY | THE ROLE OF RELIGIONS IN ADVANCING WOMEN AND GIRLS

Religion is one of the true international forces in ending global poverty today.

We, Religions for Peace, are committed to strengthen alliances among the world’s religious communities together with women’s organizations, faith-based agencies and development partners to:

· Build multi-religious capacity to empower women and girls as central to ending global poverty;
· Advocate for the elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls; and
· Strengthen the efforts of multi-religious cooperation to end poverty and empower women and girls; 

We recognize that religious leaders and communities:

· Can profoundly influence the status, dignity, and life opportunities of women and girls, based on religious, spiritual, and moral teachings and assets;
· Are well-positioned to educate, advocate, and support the empowerment of women and girls as a gateway to ending global poverty; 

· Must advocate that women and girls are key to ending global poverty; and
· Can be significant advocates to end gender-based violence;
TAKING ACTION | THE ROLE OF RELIGIONS FOR PEACE



 
We commit to:
· Continue to build Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network, the world’s largest multi-religious network of women of faith, at all levels as a conduit to educate and advocate for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls; Convene over 40 women of faith from 25 countries in Asia and the Pacific for the Asian Summit of Religious Women Leaders from 21-24 April 2008 in Bangkok Thailand; Convene religious women leaders from North America to launch the Religions for Peace North American Women of Faith Network in 2009 –following two previous consultative meetings with religious women leaders from North America, where promoting gender equality and empowering women has been identified as a priority objective of the North American Women of Faith Network.
· Strengthen the leadership and agency of religious women leaders in multi-religious efforts to promote the attainment of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals; further mobilize the religious leaders to ensure the commitment of the governments to achieve MDGs as they relate to gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls.
· Engage religious communities, and especially male religious leaders, to end gender-based violence and promote the reduction of poverty as it impacts women disproportionately; Develop a multi-religious toolkit on the role of religions in ending gender-based violence, as a tool for capacity-building, awareness raising and action to prevent Gender-Based Violence grounded in faith.
(
Religions for Peace—
Founded in 1970 as an international, non-sectarian organization, the global Religions for Peace is a global network that advances cooperation among the world’s religious communities for peace. The network includes a World Council of senior religious leaders, including Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Shinto, Taoist, Zoroastrian, and Indigenous leaders from all regions of the world; more than seventy national and four regional inter-religious bodies; and affiliated networks of religious youth and women of faith.
Signed: 
Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network
African Council of Religious Leaders

Asian Conference of Religions for Peace
Religions for Peace Asian Women of Faith Network

Religions for Peace Latin American and the Caribbean Women of Faith Network
Latin American and the Caribbean Council of Religious Leaders

European Council of Religious Leaders

Religions for Peace European Women of Faith Network

Religions for Peace - USA
(
In Alliance with:

United Nations Children’s Fund - UNICEF

United Nations Millennium Campaign 
United Nations Population Fund – UNFPA
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