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In this e-Bulletin, read about:

· Women, Faith, and Development Alliance launched at “Breakthrough” Summit
· Religions for Peace Africa advocate for peace in Zimbabwe
· Religious leaders of different faiths work to ban cluster munitions
· Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury and Co-President, addresses poverty
· Religions for Peace Sri Lanka launched in symbolic war-torn region

· Women of Faith Networks launched in Europe and Asia-Pacific regions

GLOBAL ACTION | ADVANCING PEACE AROUND THE WORLD
The stories that follow are just a few examples of dedicated work undertaken by members of the Religions for Peace family on the global level and in four regions (Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America) from 1 April through 30 June 2008.
IRELAND | RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE TO BAN CLUSTER MUNITIONS
Cluster munitions are large weapons which are dropped from the air and release dozens or hundreds of smaller “bomblets” or “grenades.” Cluster munitions kill and injure more civilians than any other weapon other than landmines, which were banned in 1997.  More than sixty senior religious leaders from Religions for Peace signed an international appeal on 18 April 2008 by faith leaders to ban cluster bombs, which—like landmines—kill and maim innocent civilians indiscriminately. The worldwide appeal was coordinated by the London-based Cluster Munitions Coalition, a network of two hundred civil society groups, including non-governmental organizations, religious communities, and professional associations. 
“For more than 40 years, cluster bombs have killed and wounded innocent people, causing untold suffering, loss and hardship for thousands in more than 20 countries across the planet,” the religious leaders’ appeal said. “Our faith traditions call us to stand with those who have suffered, and to work for the well-being of the human family through relationships of respect, justice, and peace.” 
The 150 signatories included The Most Reverend Desmond Tutu, a former Religions for Peace Co-President and Anglican Archbishop Emeritus of South Africa. He was joined by The V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator of Religions for Peace, and members of the Executive Council of the Religions for Peace World Council, including: Ms. Farida Ali, President Emeritus of the Islamic Heritage Society; Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President of Rissho Kosei-kai; Most Rev. John Onaiyekan, Catholic Archbishop of Abuja and President of the Christian Association of Nigeria; and Chief Rabbi David Rosen, President of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations. (Read more.)
USA | WOMEN, FAITH, AND DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE BREAKTHROUGH SUMMIT
The injustice of extreme poverty falls most heavily on women.  The majority of the nearly 3 billion people living on less than $2 a day are women and girls. Leaders of different faiths in Religions for Peace joined together with members of the international women’s and development communities to launch a new initiative that places women and girls at the center of the fight against global poverty. An unprecedented US$1.5 billion in commitments to women’s and girls’ issues was announced on 13 April 2008 at the launch of the Woman, Faith, and Development Alliance (WFDA) at the Washington National Cathedral. Religions for Peace is a co-founder of the Alliance, along with the Cathedral’s Center for Global Justice and Reconciliation, Women Thrive Worldwide, and InterAction.
Among those playing leadership roles at the Summit were Ms. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza, Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network; Ms. Stellamaris Mulaeh, Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Youth Network; Ms. Katumi Mahama of the Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network; and Ms. Farida Ali, a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. They were supported by Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace; Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Religions for Peace Women’s Program; and Ms. Lisa Locke, Religions for Peace Director of Institutional Support.
On 14 April 2008, high-level representatives of Religions for Peace were elected at a strategy session to serve on the Alliance’s newly formed steering committee to help determine how the Alliance would build on the momentum of the Summit. Dr. Vendley and Dr. Vinu Aram, Director, Shanti Ashram, and Vice Moderator, Religions for Peace World Council, will be among those representing the faith communities. (Read more.)

ZIMBABWE | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE: “LET SANITY PREVAIL IN ZIMBABWE”
The leadership of Religions for Peace Africa called upon the African Union and African leaders to take a determined approach in the face of “imminent catastrophe in Zimbabwe,” they said in a 23 April 2008 statement on the crisis.  

“The people in Zimbabwe deserve all our support as they struggle with great hardships and a highly confused and volatile political situation,” said Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. “Religions for Peace—through its African regional arm, Religions for Peace Africa—is seized by this important challenge.” Archbishop John Onaiyekan and H.E. Sheikh Shaban Mubaje, who are both Co-Presidents in our World Council and the African regional body, played a leadership role in issuing a statement on Zimbabwe. Religions for Peace is actively pursuing ways to help resolve the current tensions under the able leadership of Dr. Mustafa Ali, the Secretary General of the Religions for Peace Africa.” (Read more.)
In addition, members of Religions for Peace Africa were among the senior religious leaders from faith-based organizations in Africa—including All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), Symposium of Episcopal Conferences for Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), and the Interfaith Action for Peace in Africa (IFAPA)—who sought to engage neighboring governments in the South African Development Community countries, beginning with South Africa’s president Thabo Mbeki. Among those in the delegation in May 2008 were Archbishop Onaiyekan; Rev. Gertrude Kapuma, Vice President, AACC and Executive Board Member, Religions for Peace Africa; Bishop Dr. Mvume Dandala, Secretary General, AACC; and Dr. Mustafa Ali.  The religious leaders stated that the “Religions for Peace Africa strongly believes that peace and stability in Zimbabwe is of paramount importance. We therefore urge all the political actors in Zimbabwe to continue working vigorously towards such peace and stability.” They underlined the need for Africans to resolve and find home-grown solutions. The religious leaders will continue to engage with the leaders in the region, and a steering committee comprising of Secretaries General of AACC, Religions for Peace Africa, AMECEA and IFAPA was formed to plan for the next actions.

THAILAND | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE ADVANCES RECONCILIATION AND PEACE
As crises continue in the three Southern provinces—Yala, Pattani, and Narathiwat—Religions for Peace, in partnership with World Fellowship of Buddhists (WFB) and Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), organized a high-level multi-religious delegation to the Southern Thailand on 22–23 April 2008. The delegation met with local Buddhist, Muslim, and Christian leaders, as well as with senior representatives of the Yala provincial government, the Civil-Police-Military Joint Task Force (CPM), and the Southern Boarder Provinces Administrative Center (SBPAC). 

Dr. Prawate Khi-arn, General Secretary of CCA said, “Although the Thai government is endeavoring by every means to pursue peace and order, the killing of civilians and security forces by well-armed insurgents continues, and peace has still not been achieved.” The high-level multi-religious delegation met with local religious, governmental and civil society leaders to discuss ways to advance peaceful resolution of conflict in the south. (Read more.)
ITALY | EUROPEAN ENCOUNTER IN ROVERETO EXPLORES SHARED VALUES
More than 250 participants of eleven faiths from thirty-four countries met in Rovereto, Northern Italy, for the European Inter-religious Encounter. Politicians, religious leaders, academics and grassroots activists focused on the theme, “Shared Values for a Changing Europe—Contributions of Cultures and Religions.” 

In his opening address Bishop Gunnar Stålsett, Moderator of the Religions for Peace Europe, stated that Europe is a continent for both the three Abrahamic religions; Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and the other traditional religions of Asian origin. “We know that some of the most pressing challenges in our time—climate change, poverty, migration, marginalization of women, discrimination, and terrorism—can only be solved if we unite resources across traditional dividing lines.” 
Among those playing a leadership role at the event were Imam Dr. Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman of Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony UK and Advisor to the European Council of Religious Leaders, and Mr. Jehangir Sarosh, President of Religions for Peace Europe. They were supported by Rev. Vebjørn L. Horsfjord, Secretary General of the Religions for Peace Council of Religious Leaders. The Encounter takes place in the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue and has the patronage of the Council of Europe. This event was hosted by Fondazione Campana.  (Read more.)
SLOVENIA | EUROPEAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS MEET EU, COMMISSION
On Monday 5 May 2008, members of the Religions for Peace Europe further advanced open, transparent dialogue between the European Union and religious communities. This year’s meeting focused on two major challenges facing the European Union: climate change and reconciliation between cultures. These topics are in line with the priorities to which Slovenia, as the country holding the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, is paying special attention. 

Among the twenty-one member delegation were H.E. Metropolitan Emmanuel, Director of the Patriarchate Liaison Office of the European Union (France) and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council; Dr. Mohammed Bechari (Religions for Peace France); Imam Dr. Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman of Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony UK and Advisor to the European Council of Religious Leaders; and Dr. Mustafa Ceric, Raisu-l-ulema of the Islamic Community in Bosnia-Herzegovina and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. They met with the Prime Minister of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia and President of the European Council, Janez Jansa, together with the President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, and the President of the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pöttering in Brussels. Also attending the meeting was Archbishop Anders Wejryd of Uppsala, a Co-President of the World Council of Religions for Peace. It was the fourth annual meeting with religious leaders, an initiative launched by President Barroso in 2005. (Read more.)
SIERRA LEONE | DIALOGUE WITH PRESIDENT ON RISING FOOD PRICES 
Amid increasing concern over the global food crisis, Religions for Peace Sierra Leone on 12 May 2008 met with H.E President Ernest Bai Koroma at the State House where they presented recommendations on a way forward to tackle the current escalation in prices of essential commodities. 
Religions for Peace Sierra Leone Vice President Sheik Abu Bakarr Conteh recommended that the government should embark on holding consultations with farmers and farmers’ association on the issues of food production in the country; the import duty on essential commodities should be reduced; parliamentarians be urged to frequently visit their constituencies; and mechanized farming be introduced and improved upon, in addition to empowering the army and youths to actively engage in agriculture.
President Koroma thanked the delegation for the prompt response on the issues of escalating prices of essential commodities. He said the issue is global and should not be politicized and disclosed that he was in constant dialogue with rice importers to see how best they could minimize the burden on citizens. (Read more.)
KENYA | SUPPORTING UNICEF ON CHILD HEALTH INITIATIVE
Religious leaders in Kenya on 23 May 2008 backed a national campaign to improve the health of children under the age of five. The Malezi Bora program is an initiative of the Ministry of Health and the United Nations children’s agency, UNICEF. The services include immunization, provision of Vitamin A supplements, protection against malaria, advice on breastfeeding and nutrition for families, de-worming, weight monitoring for children, care for expectant mothers, and advice on hygiene. 

Christian, Muslim and Hindu leaders appealed to parents and guardians to take their children to health facilities to receive the Malezi Bora services. “As parents, one of the responsibilities we have is raising our children. God in His infinite Grace and Mercy has blessed us with these beautiful gifts. Children are the most valuable treasures that we have been entrusted with to love and protect,” Religions for Peace Kenya said. “The Most High rewards everything you do for your children. Many years later, your children will all grow up, strong and healthy with their own families. Then you will fully appreciate the beauty of creation.” 
JAPAN | GLOBAL NETWORK OF RELIGIONS FOR CHILDREN FORUM
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has estimated that nearly 30 to 70 percent of the health infrastructure in African is owned or run by faith-based organizations. And globally, one-third of all AIDS patients are now cared for under the auspices of the Catholic Church. 
In May 2008, more than 1,300 religious leaders, educators, activists and children from sixty-two countries re-affirmed the key role played by these organizations to help resolve the political, social and economic ills at a three-day meeting in Tokyo, Japan, of the Global Network of Religions for Children (GNRC). Rev. Keishi Miyamoto, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Japan an International Trustee of Religions for Peace and representative of the Arigatou Foundation, which sponsored the GNRC meeting, said, “Our aim is to serve as an effective bridge between the U.N. system and the world’s religious leaders and their massive faith communities, when it comes to the one concern most easily shared by all humanity: the survival and well-being of children.” 
Dr. Mustafa Ali, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Africa, said faith-based institutions possess critical assets—moral, spiritual and social—that affect children. He cited examples of how the Religions for Peace Uganda helps coordinate the provision of palliative care to more than 50,000 HIV/AIDS patients every day. The Religions for Peace Sierra Leone has helped end violence in that country. In West Africa, it was only after UNICEF sought the help of religious leaders that its immunization campaigns substantially increased and became effective, Dr. Ali pointed out. Supporting colleagues at the meeting was Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. 
USA | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE ISRAEL ON GOODWILL MISSION TOUR
For real understanding to occur between cultures, people must see one another as people and not just as “representatives of a national collective,” said three religious leaders from Jerusalem who embarked on an American speaking tour in May 2008. They visited Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., North Carolina, and New York. “Authentic Islam is commited to pluralism and moderation,” despite what is read in local newspaper, said Rabbi Ron Kronish, Director of the Religions for Peace Israel (ICCI). He was joined on the tour by Rev. Samuel S. Fanous and Issa Jaber, both are representatives of ICCI,  a group that seeks to bring peace through interreligious reconciliation and education. The theme of their dialogue was “The Other Peace Process” (Read more.)
USA | TONY BLAIR FOUNDATION INITIATES DIALOGUE ON AREAS OF INTEREST
The office of former British Prime Minister Tony initiated dialogue with Religions for Peace to identify possible areas of collaboration with his newly formed faith foundation. The Tony Blair Foundation plans to address global poverty, violent conflict, and religious unity. Mr. Blair, who is a Roman Catholic, unveiled the foundation in New York on 30 May 2008. Representing Religions for Peace during the day of events was Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General, and Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General.
Mr. Blair said, “In an era of globalization, there is nothing more important than getting people of different faiths and cultures to understand each other better and live in peace and mutual respect; and to give faith itself its proper place in the future….The conclusion is that we make sense of this inter-dependence through peaceful co-existence and working together to resolve common challenges.” (Read more.)


LIBERIA | HELPING TO COMBAT FEMALE GENITAL MUTILIATION

A major campaign to help curb the practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) has moved forward in Liberia with the Religions for Peace Liberia Women and Children Desk taking the lead in the campaign; guiding the effort is Madam Beatrice S. Seeboe, Acting Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Liberia Women and Children Desk. Norwegian Church Aid is funding the initiative, which began in May 2008.
Ms. Seeboe said that the issue of FGM and the elimination of harmful traditional practices is a sensitive issue. She said FGM poses threats to the security and health of women and girls. Members of faith communities, Ms. Seeboe noted, “cannot close their eyes to the fact that these girls and women who undergo the pains of these harmful traditional practices face a serious violation of their fundamental rights.” Religions for Peace Liberia will help advocate for government laws that will put an end to the practice and stop the issuance of licenses to FMG practitioners. (Read more.)
INDIA | HINDU RELIGIOUS LEADERS URGED TO BE ANTI-AIDS ADVOCATES
India is home to 2.5 million HIV and AIDS patients, and Hindu religious leaders have been urged to incorporate information related to HIV and AIDS in their discourses. In what is being described as a significant breakthrough, religious leaders also vowed to extend the anti-AIDS campaign to rituals, festivals, religious education and training of future faith leaders. A two-day conference, “Faith in Action,” was a Hindu religious leaders’ caucus on HIV/AIDS held at the Art of Living headquarters in Bagalore on 2 June 2008. The conference was held in association with UNAIDS and the Asian Interfaith Network on AIDS (AINA). 
About seventy representatives from the Hindu faith took part in the conference. Among those representing Religions for Peace were Co-President Dr. Vinu Aram, Vice Moderator, and Mr. James Cairns, Director of Programs. “The Hindu leadership in this issue is essential not only in India, but also in addressing the global problem,” he said. (Read more.)
PERU | FIGHTING POLLUTION ON BEHALF OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
According to a study conducted by the Peruvian Ministry of Health, 99.1 percent of children in La Oroya, Peru, have, on average, three times the amount of lead in their blood than the acceptable level set by the World Health Organization. Additionally, the Blacksmith Institute, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to mitigating the effects of pollution in the developing world, named La Oroya as one of the “World’s Worst Polluted Places” in 2007, with indigenous communities suffering the most. 

Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America and Caribbean, are among those advocating on behalf of local citizens. “The foundry is responsible for serious pollution of lead, sulfur dioxide and other heavy metals that emit daily into the environment,” he said. Faith communities have undertaken several efforts to bring about justice in La Oroya, including creating educational resources, conducting advocacy trainings, domestically and in Peru, and lobbying the U.S. Congress. Mr. Szczytnicki was part of a delegation that lobbied in Washington, D.C., on 26 May 2008. (Read more.)
USA | CIVIL SOCIETY POLICY FORUM ADDRESS ENVIRONMENT, FOOD CRISIS
Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean, helped address climate change, anti-corruption, food prices and extractive industries on 10-13 April 2008 in Washington, DC. Mr.  Szczytnicki represented Religions for Peace in the Civil Society Policy Forum previous to the 2008 spring meetings of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The participation of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean at this event is a new step in its growing dialogue with the World Bank and IMF, an outcome of the last Joint Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Religions for Peace Latin American and Caribbean with these institutions and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), on November 29, 2007.
SAUDI ARABIA | MUSLIM GOVERNANCE JOIN INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE
Following Saudi King Abdullah’s historic plea in March for dialogue among Muslims, Christians, and Jews, 500 Muslim religious scholars, media personalities, academics and intellectuals from fifty countries who attended a three-day dialogue in early June 2008 in Mecca. The king began the event by outlining the parameters of discussion Muslims should be having with people of other faiths. Serving in leadership roles were Co-Presidents of the Religions for Peace World Council,  H.E. Dr. Mustafa Ceric, Reis-I-ulema of the Islamic Community in Bosnia-Herzegovina, H.E. Sheikh Mubaje, Grand Mufi of Uganda; Al Mukarram Kyai Haji Ahmad Hasyim Muzadi, General Chairman of Nahdlatul Ulama of Indonesia; and Dr. Mohammad Al Sammak, Secretary General of the Christian-Muslim Committee for Dialogue in Lebanon; and Honarary Presidents Mr. Muhammad Yusuf Hallar, General Secretary of the Islamic Organization for Latin American and the Caribbean; Dr. Abdullah bin Omar Nasseef, President of the World Mulsim Congres in Saudi Arabia; and Dr. Din Syamsuddin, President of Muhammadiyah of Indonesia.
Dr. Ceric presided over the third session, which focused on the importance of coordination among Islamic organizations in holding dialogue with other faiths. Dr. Sammak spoke on dialogue with followers of divine religions. The call for dialogue was welcomed by leaders of the three faiths and comes at a time of stalled peace initiatives and escalating tensions in the region. (Read more.)
ARGENTINA | ENGAGING WOMEN IN THE ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS

Two senior religious leaders from Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean helped advance a notion of shared security with the Alliance of Civilizations in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 28–29 April 2008. Dr. Cristina Calvo, of the Latin American and Caribbean Secretariat of Caritas, and Msgr. Carlos Malfa, of the Argentine Catholic Episcopal Commission on Ecumenism and Relations with Judaism, Islam and Religions, were among those who attended a regional seminar, “The Women and the Alliance of Civilizations: Opportunities and Challenges.” The two members of Religions for Peace Latin American and Caribbean participated as panelists at the Thematic Session on Youth. The event was organized by the Alliance of Civilizations and the Government of Argentina. 

UK | ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY CALLS FOR PEACE IN ZIMBABWE

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, called for international action to prevent violence in Zimbabwe from reaching “horrific levels.” In a joint statement the Archbishops of Canterbury and York also called for an international arms embargo on Zimbabwe. Dr. Williams said Zimbabwe could be heading for a “meltdown because of the political tension and poverty. South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a former Religions for Peace Co-President, has joined the calls for an international arms embargo on Zimbabwe. “If violence flares further in Zimbabwe, those supplying the weapons will be left with blood on their hands,” he said. (Read more.)

UK | ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY MEETS POPE BENEDICT XVI

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, a Co-President of Religions for Peace, met with Pope Benedict XIV on 5 May 2008 and discussed Christian-Muslim relations in their first meeting since the archbishop commented on the role of Shariah law in Britain. The two leaders spoke privately for about twenty minutes and discussed interfaith dialogue and the pope’s visit to the United States in April 2008. (Read more.)
USA | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE DELEGATION GREETS POPE BENEDICT XVI

Leadership from Religions for Peace were among the multi-faith delegations visiting with Pope Benedict XVI on his mission to the United States. The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator of Religions for Peace, participated in an ecumenical prayer service on Friday, 18 April, at St. Joseph’s Church in New York.
On Thursday, three representatives from Religions for Peace personally presented gifts representing different faiths to the Pope at the Pope John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington, DC, at a multi-faith celebration:  Mr. Arvind Vora, Chairperson of Interreligious Affairs, Federation of Jain Associations in North America and Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed, National Director, The Islamic Society of North America, both Executive Council members of Religions for Peace USA; and Ms. Masako Fukata, a member of Rissho Kosei-kai in the USA and a volunteer youth leader of Religions for Peace International. Also welcoming the Pope was Mrs. Judith Hertz, a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, and Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Field Coordination at Religions for Peace. (Read more.)
BELGIUM | ECRL MODERATOR MEETS EUROPEAN UNION PRESIDENT
Bishop Emeritus Gunnar Stålsett, Moderator of the Religions for Peace Europe ] met with the President of the European Commission, HE Jose Manuel Barroso at the President’s office in Brussels on 29 May 2008. Bishop Stålsett briefed the President on the global and European work carried out by Religions for Peace, including the organization’s active support for the efforts for a convention on cluster munitions and the ongoing work to launch a UN Decade on Interreligious Dialogue. He also emphasized Religions for Peace work with the Alliance of Civilizations. (Read more.)
ARGENTINA | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE MEETS WITH SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER
On April 28, in Buenos Aires, the Foreign Minister of Spain, Miguel Angel Moratinos, met with Jewish and Muslim members of the Executive Committee of the Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean. During the meeting, Mr. Claudio Epelman, of the Latin American Jewish Congress (CJL), and Mr. Muhammad Hallar, of the Islamic Organization for Latin America and the Caribbean (OIPAL), shared with the Spanish Chancellor the good ties existing between faiths in the region.

Moratinos appreciated “the good relationship between the two faiths” and proposed conducting joint Jewish-Muslim activities for young people. On behalf of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean, Epelman said “all efforts aimed jointly to achieve understanding, overcome prejudices, and thus ensure coexistence between Jews and Muslims who historically characterized the region.  In this way we will be making our contribution to world peace.” Hallar added that “the contribution of faiths is the sustainable basis for achieving respect and equality, and we value Religions for Peace as a strong platform based on peace, cooperation and good faith.”

UGANDA | WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP VULNERABLE CHILDREN

Through Religions for Peace, faith communities are working together in Uganda to help children, especially those whose families have been affected by HIV and AIDS. More than 140 religious leaders in three districts during April-June were trained to help provide psycho-social support and combat stigma related to HIV and AIDS through the Breaking Barriers Project. Religions for Peace Uganda is playing a leadership roll in coordinator the project, which is co-sponsored by Plan International and Save the Children. In addition, 150 bicycles were distributed to religious leaders as part of the Breaking Barriers Project. These bicycles will help provide means of transportation to religious leaders who are providing home-based care to the children and their families.

GERMANY | EUROPEAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SURVEY PUBLISHED
The Religions for Peace Peace Education Standing Commission, in cooperation with the Comenius-Institut in Germany, published in May a survey of Religious Education in Europe, which was shared at the Religions for Peace European Encounter in Rovereto, Italy. Under the leadership of Professor Johannes Lähnemann, Director of the Commission, and Mr. Peter Schreiner, a survey of the status of religious education in public schools were conducted. The survey also includes a collection of fifteen essays describing individual countries in more detail. The survey is a beginning of an ambition to cover other regions with similar publications. Religions for Peace has approached the Alliance of Civilizations for possible cooperation on related work. The study may be ordered from Comenius-Institut. (Read more.)
SPAIN | ANNUAL NATIONAL UNICEF COMMITTEE PARTNER MEETING

Religions for Peace Deputy Secretary General Mr. Stein Villumstad participated in a panel of three “UNICEF partners” in the annual meeting of the National UNICEF Committees in Barcelona, Spain, on 5–7 May 2008. This annual event brings together the leadership of all national UNICEF committees around the world for strategic and programmatic discussions.  Religions for Peace was given the chance to share which benefits the organizations have from cooperating together. Villumstad said the two organizations had major overlaps in their mandates, and that the UNICEF brand was a great asset.  In her keynote message, UNICEF Executive Director Ann Veneman highlighted the importance of partnering with religious communities in achieving the UNICEF goals, and that Religions for Peace is an organization that in significant ways bring religious communities together for joint action for the children of the world.

SWITZERLAND | NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY COMMITTEE MEETING
A Religions for Peace delegation participated in the Second meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the Review Process of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in Geneva in late April 2008. The four-member delegation followed the dialogue of the state parties, participated in side events, and, together with a World Council of Churches delegation, met bilaterally with some key UN member states. Rev. Katsuji Suzuki of Religions for Peace Japan participated in the delegation and said in his report that it is important to revitalize the push for total elimination of nuclear weapons. The delegation encourages Religions for Peace to specifically include youth and women in delegations for future NPT meetings to help energize the campaign.

BUILDING, EQUIPPING & NETWORKING | local, regional, global
Religions for Peace is strengthening its network and developing partnerships around the world at local, national, regional, and international levels. Following are selected actions from 1 April–30 June 2008.
SRI LANKA | INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL LAUNCHED IN WAR-TORN REGION

Senior religious leaders of diverse faiths from around the world—Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, and Christian—launched the groundbreaking Religions for Peace Sri Lanka in Kandy and war-torn Trincomalee on 28 April and 30 April 2008, respectively. The conference was organized by Religions for Peace International in partnership with its local affiliate, Religions for Peace Sri Lanka, and the National Peace Council. Religions for Peace Sri Lanka becomes the country’s most representative multi-religious body and includes such senior Buddhist leaders from the South and senior Tamil religious leaders from the North as Most Rev. Rayappu Joseph, Bishop of Mannar. The Council will offer mediation, reject extremist tendencies, and educate the public on the positive, socially transformative power of multi-religious cooperation. The Council has begun building district-level IRCs in Kandy and Trincomalee. 
The international delegation at the meeting included members of the Religions for Peace World Council, His Holiness Tep Vong, Great Supreme Patriarch, Kingdom of Cambodia, and Bishop Gunnar J. Stålsett, Moderator, Religions for Peace Europe; Religions for Peace Honorary Presidents Ms. Ela Gandhi, a granddaughter of Mahatma Gandhi and Trustee of the Mahatma Gandhi Trust, and Dr. M. Din Syamsuddin, Chairman, Muhammadiyah; and Religions for Peace International Trustee Rev. Norio Sakai, Chairman Emeritus, Rissho Kosei-kai. They were supported by Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Religions for Peace Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Field Coordination.  
Religions for Peace, in partnership with its affiliate in Sri Lanka and the National Peace Council, the country’s leading peace NGO, has facilitated private negotiations and a series of public consultations with senior leaders of major religious communities, the government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE, also known as the Tamil Tigers), a separatist military organization. (Read more.)

ITALY | EUROPEAN WOMEN OF FAITH NETWORK LAUNCHED

A groundbreaking meeting with women of faith from thirteen European countries was held in Rovereto, Italy, 22 May 2008 to establish the Religions for Peace European Women of Faith Network (EWOFN).  The newly created network was officially presented during the Inter-Religious Encounter in Rovereto, bringing together more than 250 delegates from thirty-five countries in Europe. The event was sponsored by Religions for Peace Europe and Opera dei Camapana–Peace Bell Foundation. The delegates from the Baha’i, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh faiths stated that they would work together in a spirit of friendship to promote social justice and peace for an inclusive Europe.

The network co-chairs, Ms. Ravinder Kaur Nijjar, from Scotland, and Ms. Yolande Iliano, from Belgium, said the network will put into practice the shared human and spiritual values of all faiths in Europe to advance peace and shared security.

The European Network is part of the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network that mobilizes action among women of faith in six continents the world over.  The Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network, Ms. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza from France said “women are core to their faith communities but not necessarily seen as religious leaders. We need to validate the important work that women do and be a force for peace in the world.” (Read more.)
THAILAND | ASIAN & PACIFIC WOMEN OF FAITH NETWORK LAUNCHED

The Religions for Peace Asian & Pacific Women of Faith Network (AWOFN) was launched in Bangkok Thailand 21–23 April 2008.  Thirty women leaders representing faith communities from Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar,  Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of  Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam met at the Summit of Asian  Religious Women Leaders. The Summit was convened by Religions for Peace International in partnership with World Fellowship of Buddhists, Christian Conference of Asia, International Network of Engaged Buddhists and Religions for Peace Thailand. Support was also provided by UNIFEM, the UN Millennium Campaign, and UNFPA. Among the priorities of the new network will be promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment to end poverty and address the health needs for all women and children, especially relating to HIV and AIDS and maternal health. (Read more.)
UK | ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND TRUSTEES ADDRESS POVERTY
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, on June 9 hosted Religions for Peace International Trustees and a small delegation of World Council Co-Presidents to discuss the power of multi-religious cooperation to combat poverty and help achieve the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. “Mobilizing the world’s religious communities in common action is critically important at a time when the human family faces grave threats to peace, such as violent conflict, extreme poverty, and climate change,” Williams said in his address to members of the global Religions for Peace network at Lambeth Palace. “If the international community is to meet its collective commitment to halve poverty and hunger by 2015, religious communities must work together on the basis of shared moral concern and marshal their considerable capacity for advocacy and for service delivery, particularly in the field of education, to alleviate poverty,” the Archbishop said. 

The Archbishop’s hosting also provided an opportunity for Trustees to meet and review Implementation and Development Plans related to the recently approved (December 2007) Strategic Plan. These three Plans chart an ambitious growth path for Religions for Peace and call for cooperation across the Religions for Peace coalition. Trustees work in partnership with the Religions for Peace World Council and are a vital force in advancing our mission. 
Meeting participants included Buddhist, Christian, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh and Zoroastrian members and International Trustees of the Religions for Peace network from Europe, Africa, Asia, North America and the Middle East. (Read more.)
ITALY | REGIONAL EUROPEAN YOUTH FORGE STRATEGIC PLAN
The Religions for Peace European Youth Network on 21–22 May 2008 in Rovereto, Italy, brought together sixteen youth representatives from ten European countries. Youth representing Buddhist, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh faiths attended the meeting, co-sponsored by Religions for Peace and the Campana Foundation. During the two-day meeting, the youth developed a strategic plan with which to move forward with their work for building, strengthening, and equipping the network. The European youth elected an executive group of five members to represent the youth network.  The Core Team is tasked with spearheading the implementation of the first phase of the strategic plan and is supported by the European representatives of the International Youth Committee (IYC), Ms. Khatuna Tsintsadze and Mr. Daniel Barton, and by Ms. Kinza Ghaznavi, Program Officer for Youth and Network Coordination at Religions for Peace.
PERU | LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN LEADERS DEVELOP COMMON ACTION
The Second Session of the Executive Committee of Religions for Peace Latin American and the Caribbean was held in Lima, on 29–30 April 2008. Playing leadership roles were H.E. Cardinal Julio Terrazas, Archbishop of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and President of the Department of Justice and Solidarity of the Latin American Catholic Episcopal Council (CELAM), who serves as its Moderator, and Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean.
At the opening session on April 29, the Minister of Justice of Peru, Rosario Fernandez—representing the president—gave an address, “How can we cooperate among states and religious communities in developing common actions for peace?” Among the resolutions adopted by the Executive Committee was forming an ad hoc working group to draft a Latin American and Caribbean Inter-religious Declaration about the Advocacy Role of Religious Leaders, as well as the election of Mr. Claudio Epelman, Executive Director of the Latin American Jewish Congress, and Mr. Muhammad Hallar, Secretary General of the Islamic Organization for Latin America and the Caribbean, as Vice Moderators of Religions for Peace Latin America and the Caribbean. 
NIGERIA | MOBILIZING CITIZENS TO HELP FIGHT POVERTY

At its quarterly meeting on 4–7 May 2008, the Religions for Peace Nigeria urged governments, groups, and all Nigerians, particularly faith-based organizations, to build a systematic platform for peace and religious harmony in Nigeria through the promotion of socio-economic justice, transparency and good governance. This would help to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for reducing maternal mortality and promoting child survival, the NIREC said. Serving leadership roles at the meeting were the Sultan of Sokoto, who is also the President-General of the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, H.E. Alhaji Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar; and the President of Christian Association of Nigeria, His Grace Archbishop John Onaiyekan, who is also a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. The council called on faith-based organizations to educate their members on the tenets and injunctions of their religion to limit the spread of HIV/AIDS. (Read more.)
INDONESIA | ASIAN LEADERS PREPARE FOR REGIONAL DIALOGUE

Leaders of different faiths from Asia met in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 14–17 May 2008 to identify priority issues that will be raised at the Religions for Peace Asia meeting in October. Dr. Din Syamsuddin—President of Muhammadiya, the Chairman of Religions for Peace Indonesia, and an Honorary President of Religions for Peace—took a leadership role at the meeting. He said the seventh RFP Asia meeting would focus on five critical areas of concern: to create peace through security and conflict transformation, uphold human rights, respect universal values and community development, create sustainable development and social justice and recover “old wounds,” and build the future.

CANADA| CO-PRESIDENT RABBI DAVID ROSEN WINS HONORARY DEGREE

Rabbi David Rosen, Chairman of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations and member of the Religions for Peace World Council, received an honorary degree at Huron University College’s convocation ceremony on 8 May 2008 in Canada. Rabbi Rosen, who gave the convocation address, is Director of the American Jewish Committee’s Department for Interreligious Affairs and its Heilbrunn Institute for International Interreligious Understanding. He is a member of the Permanent Bilateral Commission of the State of Israel and the Holy See that negotiated the establishment of full diplomatic normalization of relations between the two. In 2005 he was made a papal Knight Commander of the Order of St. Gregory the Great for his outstanding contributions to promoting Catholic-Jewish reconciliation. While serving as the Senior Rabbi in Sea Point, Cape Town, South Africa, he founded the Cape Inter-Faith Forum, the Council of Jews, Christians and Muslims. (Read more.)
PERU & KENYA| COLLEAGUES, ARRIVING AND DEPARTING

Rev. Eduardo Chinchilla has joined to Religions for Peace Latin America and Caribbean as the Regional Program Officer. Rev. Chinchilla is a Methodist pastor and social communicator. He has worked in the Ixacava Association of Indigenous Development and Information, Latin American Biblical University (UBLA) and Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI).  Also, he is founder and co-coordinator of Religions for Peace Costa Rica. 
Ms. Valeria Gatti, Regional Network Coordination Officer, will be leaving the Latin American and Caribbean Regional Office in mid-August to pursue new endeavors. Valeria’s cheerful smile, deep commitment, and dedication to the mission of Religions for Peace will be missed. Ms. Paula Franco, Chief of staff for the Peruvian Catholic Episcopal Commission on Social Action, will serve in a part-time capacity to assist the office.
Ms. Beth Mwangi has left the Religions for Peace  Africa regional office, where she served as the Finance and Administration Manager for five years. Her cheerful demeanor, integrity, and great commitment to Religions for Peace will be missed.
Kindly join in wishing all these colleagues the very best.
 
HEADS UP | FORTHCOMING EVENTS

3–8 August


XVII International AIDS Conference, Mexico City, Mexico
21–24 August


Latin American Youth meeting, Buenos Aires, Brazil
1–6 September


Religions for Peace Northeast Asia Youth Meeting, South and North Korea

12–14 September

II Encounter of the Coordinating Committee of the Religions for Peace Latin American 

& Caribbean Youth Network, Buenos Aires, Argentina

14–15 September 
Religions for Peace Latin America & Caribbean Secretary Generals meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina

16–17 September 

UNFPA Inter-religious Partnership meeting in Buenos Aires,

Argentina

28 September–2 October 
Religions for Peace Northeast Asia Inter-religious Youth meeting. North and South Korea

10–11 October 
Religions for Peace Asian & Pacific Youth Network; Asian Coordination Team business meeting, Mindanao, Philippines

12–16 October 


Religions for Peace Asian Youth Assembly, Mindanao, Philippines

17–21 October  


Religions for Peace Asia VIII General Assembly, Mindanao, Philippines

19–25 October
Religions for Peace Asia Regional Assembly, Manila, Philippines; Religions for Peace Asia  Youth Network  Pre-Assembly, Mindanao, Philippines

17–26 November 

Religions for Peace Sri Lanka meeting, Mannar and Colombo, Sri Lanka

15–19 December

Third International Youth Committee meeting of Religions for Peace Global Youth 

Network Nairobi, Kenya
KEEP US POSTED | your work, your success
Send us your news and work, and we’ll include it in the next quarterly e-Bulletin!

Questions, comments, or news? Kindly contact:

Ms. Andrea Louie

Communications Manager

Religions for Peace–International

777 United Nations Plaza, 9th Floor

New York NY 10017

212.687.2163

alouie@wcrp.org
Religions for Peace—the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition—advances common action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; more than seventy national and four regional inter-religious bodies; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Youth Network. 
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