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NEW! | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE "VISUAL IDENTITY"
 
Religions for Peace now has a formal “visual identity,” which will enable all affiliates to be recognized as a common family with a unified purpose. This will strengthen all of us. The most immediately apparent change is the re-tooling of the existing logo. This bright, simple, and powerful logo will be easily recognizable, and, importantly, it can be configured to fully honor the national and regional identities of all affiliates. The second component of our “visual identity” is a coordinated suite of colors and fonts that will help present all Religions for Peace publications in a clear, unified and attractive way. Allow me to urge that we all start to use this new visual identity. The logo, the official color palette, and instructions for their use may be downloaded from our newly designed Web site.—Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General
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GLOBAL ACTION | ADVANCING PEACE AROUND THE WORLD  
 
The stories that follow are just a few examples of dedicated work undertaken by members of Religions for Peace, the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition, from 1 April through 30 June 2009. Additional outstanding efforts have been undertaken by our regional and national inter-religious councils and groups around the world. 
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TURKEY | CALL FOR RE-START OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS 
 

The Religions for Peace Middle East / North Africa Council on 3 April 2009 called for a re-starting of the peace process in the Holy Land, including: encouraging the engagement of senior religious leaders in the search for peace, providing humanitarian aid to Gaza, ensuring respect for democratic elections in the region, and preserving Jerusalem as a holy city that should be accessible to all believers.  

Twenty members of the Religions for Peace Middle East / North Africa Council—Muslim, Christian, and Jewish—met on 2–3 April 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey. Participants requested that Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace, send letters of appeal on the Council’s behalf to the United Nations; the UN-supported Quartet on the Middle East; the Arab League; the Organization of Islamic States; His Majesty King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques; and US President Barack Hussein Obama. H.E. Sheikh Nasser Almutawa Alotaibi, an International Trustee of Religions for Peace, provided outstanding support.
READ MORE
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SRI LANKA | SECRETARY GENERAL: “PROTECT THE INNOCENT IN SRI LANKA”   
As many as 150,000 civilians were in grave peril, trapped between government military and the insurgent Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) forces on a small strip of land in Sri Lanka. On 20 April 2009, Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace, called upon both the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE to protect innocent civilians.  “Religions for Peace Sri Lanka is working with leaders of the Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and Islamic communities to support their cooperation for peace,” Dr. Vendley said in his statement. “These communities have strong moral heritages and followers who can help to build a climate of peace after this humanitarian crisis is addressed.” Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Field Coordination, has been providing support for the Sri Lankan religious leaders, and Rev. Norio Sakai, Chairman Emeritus of Rissho Kosei-kai and a Religions for Peace International Trustee, has provided invaluable support.
READ MORE
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ITALY | RELIGIOUS LEADERS CALL ON G8 TO ADDRESS FINANCIAL CRISIS
  

In response to the ongoing global financial crisis, more than eighty senior religious leaders appealed to the Group of 8 (G8) governments to address the root causes of the crisis and help the world’s poorest citizens who are most devastatingly affected. The religious leaders met in L’Aquila, Italy, on 8–10 June 2009 in advance of the G8 meeting; the meeting site was chosen as a gesture of solidarity for the medieval town, which suffered a massive earthquake in April 2009. The religious leaders addressed the G8’s main issues for 2009, including the availability of water, the right to food, health, education, peace and security. “We are convinced that, in a time of economic crisis and spiritual disorientation for the men and women of our time, religions can and must offer a decisive contribution to the search for the common good,” the religious leaders said in a statement.

Among those representing Religions for Peace were Co-Presidents H.E. Dr. Mustafa Ceric, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President of Risshō Kōsei Kai, and Honorary President His Beatitude Abuna Paulos, Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Ethiopia. Advancing their shared commitments were Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General, and Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General, respectively, of Religions for Peace.  
READ MORE
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HQ | CALL FOR END TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS AFTER NORTH KOREAN MISSILE TEST
On 28 May 2009, following a North Korean missile test, Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace, issued a statement calling for cooperation to reduce—and eventually eliminate—nuclear weapons. “The central premise of nuclear weapons is to destroy human life and the global ecosystem on which all life depends,” Dr. Vendley said in the statement. “Diverse religious traditions—each in their own way—recognize that the ultimate origins of life arise from a divine source. It follows for religious people that … nuclear weapons are inherently immoral because they threaten life itself. … Religions for Peace joined the preparatory meetings of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty at the United Nations in New York,” he said. “The recent nuclear test in North Korea highlights that such efforts have never been more urgent—or more necessary.”
READ MORE
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USA | AFRICAN SENIOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE AT WORLD MALARIA DAY
 
The Co-Chairmen of Religions for Peace Nigeria (NIREC) helped launch a new initiative to help combat the scourge of malaria on 24 April 2009 in Washington, DC. Among those leading the event were Alhaji Muhammad Saad Abubakar, H.E. Sultan of Sokoto and President of the Nigeria Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs NSCIA, and Rev. Dr. John Onaiyekan, the Archbishop of Abuja and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. Co-sponsoring the “One World Against Malaria: Interfaith Action for a Malaria-Free World” event was Religions for Peace Nigeria, the Center for Interfaith Action on Global Poverty, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Global Business Coalition, Global Health Council, Malaria No More, the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, the Tony Blair Faith Foundation, the United Nations Foundation, and World Vision. Religions for Peace Nigeria will help maximize the contributions by religious communities to the national malaria-control strategy in the country. Also representing Religions for Peace was Sheikh Shaban Mubaje, Grand Mufti of Uganda and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council.  
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TURKEY | RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE FOR “NEW ISLAMIC AWAKENING” 

Co-Presidents of Religions for Peace, H.E. Dr. Mustafa Ceric, Grand Mufti of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and H.E. Prof. Dr. Ali Bardakoğlu, President of the Presidency of Religious Affairs in Turkey, were among those advocating for interfaith and intercultural dialogue at the Seventh Eurasian Islamic Council meeting in Istanbul, Turkey, on 12–15 May 2009. Eighty senior religious leaders from forty-two countries participated in the meeting, which emphasized tolerance and compassion.  

 READ MORE
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BELGIUM | EUROPEAN LEADERS DISCUSS ECONOMIC CRISIS WITH EU PRESIDENT
On 11 May 2009, twenty high-level European faith leaders—Christian, Jewish, and Muslim—gathered at the European Commission headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, at the invitation of the President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, for an informal dialogue with the EU. Among the faith leaders were H.E. Metropolitan Emmanuel, Director of the Patriarchate Liaison Office of the EU and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, and Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Ireland, a member of the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders. The dialogue focused on the economic and financial crisis and the ethical contributions for European and global economic governance. The faith leaders underlined the need to ensure that social justice remains at the forefront of policy making and underlined their commitment to help inspire ethical behavior in financial and economic officers.
READ MORE 
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CHINA | DIALOGUE HELD AMONG SECRETARY GENERAL AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
 
Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace, met Mr. Wang Gang, Vice Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, in Beijing, China, on 28 April 2009. Mr. Wang affirmed that Religions for Peace has played an important role in promoting mutual respect and communication among different religions. Mr. Wang also briefed Dr. Vendley on China’s religious policies and its current economic and social situation, noting the growing importance of multi-religious cooperation in China. 
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HQ | RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE FOR NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY
 
To make the voices of faith communities heard at high-level disarmament dialogues, a delegation from Religions for Peace served as a multi-religious representative at the Third Session of the Preparatory Committee for the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference. The consultations were held from 4–15 May 2009 at United Nations headquarters. In addition, the delegation met with Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba of Hiroshima. Among those representing Religions for Peace were Rev. Yoshitaka Hatakeyama, Under Secretary General of Religions for Peace Japan, Mr. Yoshinori Shinohara, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Japanese Youth Committee, and Mr. Mohammed Sheibani, Deputy Coordinator of Religions for Peace Global Youth Network. Advancing their shared commitments were Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General, and Ms. Allison Pytlak, Disarmament Program Coordinator, respectively, of Religions for Peace. 
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KENYA | AFRICAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS HOST CONFERENCE ON SMALL ARMS    

A reported one thousand people are killed daily by small arms, and US$1 billion in small arms are traded illegally each year, according to the International Action Network on Small Arms. The “Conference of Religious Leaders on Conventional Weapons: Small Arms and Landmines” helped strengthen disarmament activities conducted by faith communities in Africa. The event was hosted by the Religions for Peace African Council of Religious Leaders (Religions for Peace Africa). Participants were from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, South Sudan, Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and Burundi. The conference, held on 16–18 June 2009, was coordinated by the International Action Network on Small Arms during the Global Week of Action on Gun Violence. Dr. Mustafa Ali, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Africa, said the proliferation and misuse of small arms as a worldwide phenomenon that touches people of all religions. “By virtue of their easy availability, low cost, and manageability, small arms and light weapons have become the weapons of choice in most conflicts in the world today,” Dr. Ali said. “Anti-personnel landmines are indiscriminate weapons that cannot distinguish between a soldier and a civilian.” 
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CAMBODIA | SMALL GRANT HELPS OFFER CLUSTER MUNITIONS EDUCATION

Religions for Peace gave six small grants to national affiliates to conduct local activities that would help end the use of cluster munitions. Among the grantees was Religions for Peace Cambodia which, led by a Buddhist community of monks in Dam Bae, provided a two-day training session in June 2009 on how local citizens should respond when they find the munitions in the countryside.  Among the speakers were survivors of cluster bombs who have lost limbs and who advocated for the ban of the weapons. 
READ MORE 
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COLOMBIA | ACTION ON ENDING THE USE AND TRADE OF SMALL ARMS

Religions for Peace worked to help end the use and trade of small arms in Bogatá, Colombia, in two initiatives. First, Religions for Peace participated in the Latin American meeting of the Gothenburg Process—an ecumenical initiative that aims to raise the understanding and knowledge of the ethical challenges posed by the small arms trade by encouraging constructive dialogue with the defense industry. Hosted by the Bishops Conference of Colombia, the event took place on 26–28 May 2009; representing Religions for Peace were Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America & Caribbean, and Ms. Allison Pytlak, Disarmament Program Coordinator for Religions for Peace International. Following the Gothenburg Process, Religions for Peace led an interactive training session with local religious leaders on the issue of small arms and landmines, the international treaties seeking to eliminate their use, and the stories that survivors have to tell. 
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USA | SENIOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS SPEAK OUT FOR PEACE IN NIGERIA

More than 12,000 people have died in sectarian violence in Nigeria since 1999, and inter-religious tension remains high in large parts of the country. Two of Nigeria’s most important religious leaders—Muhammad Sa’ad Abubakar III, the Sultan of Sokoto and Co-Chairman of the Nigerian Inter-religious Council (Religions for Peace Nigeria) and Rev. Dr. John Onaiyekan, Archbishop of Abuja and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council—met in Washington, DC, to discuss the challenges they face in addressing Nigeria’s recurring inter-religious and ethnic violence. The two leaders discussed the causes of sectarian violence, the ongoing dynamics between the Muslim and Christian communities, and ways forward for Nigeria. 

READ MORE 
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BURUNDI | INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL HOLDS REFUGEE FORUM 
 

Partnering with Religions for Peace Burundi, an emerging national inter-religious body that brings together all the major faith communities in the country, Religions for Peace is implementing a project with the support of USAID to overcome obstacles to peace building and reconciliation in Burundi. In this project, Religions for Peace Burundi organized a public forum to address reintegration of refugees and the land disputes that lead to conflict. More than fifty representatives from religious institutions, civil society organizations, international non-governmental organizations, and government determined ways of resolving these issues. The forum recommended that Religions for Peace Burundi continue to hold such regular meetings to create awareness and find appropriate solutions. Religions for Peace Burundi and the religious leaders committed to systematically address the issues of land and re-integration of communities based on justice and equity.
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UGANDA | RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE FOR CARE OF VULNERABLE CHILDREN

Religions for Peace Uganda, with support from Religions for Peace International, is working at the community level with religious leaders to advocate for better services for orphans and vulnerable children and to reduce stigma and discrimination associated with HIV and AIDS. Religions for Peace Uganda supported 840 households by distributing materials to help orphans and vulnerable children access educational opportunities. They worked with religious leaders in three districts of Tororo, Kamuli, and Luwero to advocate for better services and to reduce the stigma and discrimination associated with HIV and AIDS at the community level. They broadcasted advocacy messages related to stigma and discrimination through the local radios and at religious functions and sermons. Religious leaders also provided spiritual counseling and guidance to families and individuals affected and infected by HIV and AIDS. 
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ETHIOPIA & TANZANIA | HIV AND AIDS WORK IS ADVANCED

Religions for Peace and its affiliates in Ethiopia (Ethiopian Interfaith Forum for Development, Dialogue and Action) and Tanzania (Religions for Peace Tanzania) have just completed the first of a three-year, $4 million grant from the US Government. The grant is from the New Partners Initiative of the United States President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief.


In Ethiopia, more than 200 religious leaders of different faiths have been trained to mobilize communities for the care and support of orphans and people living with the disease. A set of manuals has been developed, and nine different Religions for Peace member organizations are working locally to train community members to provide home-based care and to support 1,500 orphans. Income-generating activities have been conducted with 240 individuals to demonstrate the potential of self-sufficiency. In addition, a comprehensive referral network helps provide information about other available services. 


In Tanzania, 200 youth educators are reaching out to peers with values-based prevention messages, reaching more than 12,000 youth within the next year. The Religions for Peace Women of Faith Network in Tanzania is providing community-level support for reaching orphans and persons with HIV and AIDS. Religions for Peace is also providing educational support to a thousand orphans and vulnerable children to help keep them in school or allow them to return to school. 


In the project’s second year, the activities will expand, and the participating organizations will continue to grow in their ability to engage people of all faiths to respond to this disease. This project is managed by Ms. Zebib Kavuma, Program Coordinator for Children and HIV/AIDS at Religions for Peace Africa, Mr. Bekele Ababeye in Ethiopia, and by Dr. Frank Eetaama in Tanzania. They are supported by Ms. Deepika Singh, Director of Program Coordination at Religions for Peace in New York.
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UGANDA & TANZANIA | WOMEN OF FAITH RAISE AWARENESS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

 

The Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network, in collaboration with the national women of faith networks in Uganda and Tanzania, helped equip fifty-four people of different faiths to combat gender-based violence in their communities. From 21–24 April 2009 participants  discussed the positive role of faith communities to help provide information on gender-based violence, establish survivors’ support centers, as well as provide guidance and counseling. Participants also prepared action plans for their respective communities.
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SIERRA LEONE | WOMEN OF FAITH ADVANCE PEACE AND SECURITY
 

The Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network, in collaboration with the Women’s Desk of the Inter-religious Council of Sierra Leone (Religions for Peace Sierra Leone), held a national consultation to promote cross-community cooperation and to help equip participants to become agents of conflict transformation and reconciliation. Forty-four religious leaders, youth, and women—of different faiths—and government officials participated in the training and made recommendations that: 1.) Religious leaders should be familiar with the Gender Acts of 2007 and help communicate them within religious contexts; 2.) Religious leaders should collaborate to disseminate those legal rulings in sermons, teachings, meetings, and even social gatherings; and 3.) A Gender Acts task force should be formed to monitor the enforcement of the rulings. 
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KENYA | RELIGIOUS PLURALISM CONFERENCE
 

TrustAfrica’s Religious Pluralism Programme held a conference on 16¬–18 June 2009 in Nairobi, Kenya. The conference was attended by the organizations that have received grants under the programme in Africa. The Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network, a beneficiary, was represented by Ms. Emma Kang’ethe, African Women’s Project Director. Participants gave presentations on their activities in peace building and developed action plans to pursue intra-faith and inter-faith dialogues and networking. 
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PHILIPPINES | MULTIPLE-YEAR PARTNERSHIP WITH UNICEF ON CHILDREN AFFECTED BY CONFLICT LAUNCHED 

Religions for Peace and UNICEF jointly launched a multi-year project that aims to strengthen inter-religious mechanisms and engagement of religious communities to protect children affected by conflict. A key component of the project is to strengthen the connections among multi-religious mechanisms, religious communities, and children’s organizations to harness each other’s strengths into a common vision to protect children. Under this partnership, five pilot projects will be implemented in diverse countries. A joint stakeholders meeting for the first of the pilot projects was convened on 17–22 April 2009 by UNICEF and Religions for Peace in the Philippines.

 

Joining the meeting were Madam Loudes Mastura, President of Religions for Peace Philippines, Dr. Lillian Sison, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Philippines, Rev. Koichi Matsumoto, Director of Youth Division of Rissho Kosei-kai and Religions for Peace Secretary General’s Special Advisor for Youth Affairs. They were supported by Rev. Kyoichi Sugino and Ms. Deepika Singh, Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Field Coordination and Director of Program Coordination, respectively, of Religions for Peace.      
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LIBERIA | CHRISTIANS MEET ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES

More than sixty Christian men and women of faith from eleven countries in West Africa focused on three critical areas of focus: climate change, human rights, and peace and security. Rev. William Tolbert III, Director of the West Africa Sub-Regional Office in Monrovia, Liberia, represented Religions for Peace at the 14–21 June 2009 event.  The meeting has been co-organized by the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches in West Africa and the All Africa Conference of Churches. The meeting provided opportunity for the theological reflection on the three issues. 
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TURKEY | ALLIANCE OF CIVILIZATIONS CONSULTATION ON COOPERATION

Religions for Peace led a session in the Second Annual Meeting of the Alliance of Civilizations in Istanbul, Turkey, on 6–7 April 2009, “Engaging non-state actors in resolving conflict and promoting peace and development.” The session was attended by a number of religious leaders from the Middle East and other parts of the world as well as representatives of governments, media, and other non-governmental organizations. Participants observed that non-state actors, specifically religious communities and their leaders and faith-based organizations, increasingly play a major role in promoting peace by advancing conflict transformation and development. Participants said that religious leaders and personalities are engaged in peace processes and reconciliation efforts, while their institutions have for centuries helped deliver crucial services, ranging from humanitarian assistance to health and education and cultural exchanges. The importance of partnering with multi-religious efforts to build peace and advance development is increasingly recognized by the United Nations, governments, and other actors. Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace, said, “Effective models of partnership can further harness the power inherent in cooperation among these groups.” Participants appealed to the Alliance of Civilizations to place the role of religion and religious communities higher on the agenda for the next annual meeting in Brazil in 2010. Dr. Vendley was joined at the alliance meeting by Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General of Religions for Peace.
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TUNISIA | ISLAMIC EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND CULTURAL CONFERENCE

The international Dialogue of Civilizations and Cultural Diversity conference was organized by Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization and an International Trustee of Religions for Peace, in cooperation with the Organizations Internationale de la Francophonie. The conference, held in Tunis, Tunisia, on 2–4 June 2009, was presented under the patronage of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. Representing Religions for Peace were Vice Moderator Dr. Mohammed Ahmed al-Sherif, Secretary General of the World Islamic Call Society in Libya, and Co-President Dr. Mohammad Sammak, Secretary General of the Islamic Christian National Dialogue Committee. Representing the Religions for Peace Office of the Secretary General was Rev. Donald Heckman, Director of External Relations. All three presented working papers at the conference.  

READ MORE 
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FRANCE | “EXCHANGE 2009” APPROACHES RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF CULTURE

Forty representatives of Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and non-religious traditions, together with representatives from non-governmental organizations and education experts, discussed the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue—particularly in religious education—in Strasbourg, France, on 29–30 June 2009. “Exchange 2009” followed an initial event in April 2008 and is an attempt by the Council of Europe to engage the religious communities in Europe more actively on issues central to the council. A number of the participants from the Religions for Peace Europe networks attended, including: Imam Abduljalil Sajid (UK), Fr. Dr. Piotr Mazurkiewicz (Belgium/Poland), Dr. Bülent Senay (Netherlands/Turkey); Ms. Mehrézia Labidi-Maiza, Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network; Mr. Genard Hajdini, General Secretary of the Albanian Council of Religious Leaders; and Mr. Emir Kovacevic from the Inter-religious Council of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Supporting them was Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Europe.
READ MORE 

 

[image: image27.jpg]



 

STRENTHENING THE NETWORK | LOCAL, REGIONAL GLOBAL
 

Religions for Peace is strengthening its network and developing partnerships around the world at local, national, regional, and international levels. Following are selected actions from 1 April through 30 June 2009.
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THAILAND | INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL LAUNCHED TO ADDRESS CONFLICT 


The continued tension and violence in the southern border provinces of Thailand have resulted in the loss of more than 3,000 lives since January 2004. While more than 80 percent of Thailand’s 64 million people are Buddhist, the largest religious minority, about 3–5 percent, is Muslim. The Muslim minority is mainly clustered in the four southern provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwas, and Satul, where Muslims represent about 80 percent of the population.

 

To help build peace in the sub-region, Religions for Peace Thailand was launched at a consultation in Pattani, Southern Thailand, on 18–19 May 2009.  Leading the event were His Holiness Ven. Tep Vong, the Supreme Patriarch of Cambodia and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, and Dr. Din Syamusuddin, President of Muhammadiyah in Indonesia and a Religions for Peace Honorary President. In the last two years, Religions for Peace has worked closely with many partners leading up to the launch, including: Mahidol University Peace Building Center, the Christian Council of Asia, the World Fellowship of Buddhists, Buddhist, Muslim and Christian communities in Thailand, as well as Southern Thailand provincial governments, military, and police administrations and human rights organizations. Rev. Norio Sakai, Chairman Emeritus of Rissho Kosei-kai and a Religions for Peace International Trustee, provided outstanding support.
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MAURITIUS | NEW INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL LAUNCHED IN INDIAN OCEAN
 
On 2 June 2009, the Council of Religions, Mauritius (Religions for Peace Mauritius) became a national affiliate of Religions for Peace. The council in the island nation includes Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Baha’is, and Buddhists. The religious leaders met with the President of Republic of Mauritius, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, in Reduit, as well as representatives from United Nations agencies, to discuss areas of focus. Leadership in the new affiliate were named: President Rev. Phillipe  Goupille; Vice President H.E. Somduth Dulthumun; Secretary General Majeed Korumtollee; and Project Coordinator Homa Mungapen. The council intends to help form a sub-regional network, the Religions for Peace Inter-Island Inter-religious Council Coordinating Committee, including Mauritius, Madagascar, Seychelles, Réunion, and the Comoros.  
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FRANCE | EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS ISSUE DECLARATION ON PEACE
 
On 27 May 2009 the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders concluded their annual council meeting in Lille, France, and issued the Lille Declaration on a Culture of Peace. Dr. Fedrico Mayor, former Director General of UNESCO and currently Co-President for the high-level group of the Alliance of Civilizations, said in his keynote address said that a culture of peace must be built, and he called upon the religious leaders to take part. The council addressed the current situation in Sri Lanka. Senior religious leaders from Sri Lanka–Buddhist Leader Ven. Bellanwila Wimalaratana and Bishop Vianney Fernando, President of the Bishops’ Conference in Sri Lanka–shared their views on the present and future situation in the country. The council conveyed a message to Religions for Peace Sri Lanka expressing support for their part in the process of reconciliation. Serving the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders were Bishop Gunnar J. Stålsett, Moderator, and Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, Secretary General. 

READ MORE 
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USA | NORTH AMERICAN WOMEN OF FAITH PREPARE FOR OFFICIAL LAUNCH
 

Around fifty women of faith gathered on 15 June 2009 to help prepare for the Religions for Peace North American Women of Faith Network launch later this year. Building on the past three consultative meetings, the women of faith concretely planned for the launch of the network to take place in March 2010. This network will be part of the growing Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network, with regional networks currently in Africa, Latin America &the Caribbean, Asia, and Europe. 

READ MORE 
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USA | EUROPEAN WOMEN OF FAITH ADVANCE PEACE 
 

In June 2009, Ms. Ravinder Kaur Nijjar, Co-Chair of the Religions for Peace European Women of Faith Network, visited the New York Inter-FaithCentre with a delegation from Scotland and developed action strategies with Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Religions for Peace Women’s Mobilization Program. 
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KENYA | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE AFRICA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
 

The Religions for Peace African Council of Religious Leaders (Religions for Peace Africa) held its first Executive Committee meeting after its Second General Assembly in Tripoli, Libya, in December 2008. The committee recognized the importance of the Assembly as inspiration and renewal of multi-religious cooperation in Africa and also the beginning of the Religions for Peace Africa strategic planning process. The committee engaged in initial consultations about the development of a continental strategic plan. Religions for Peace Africa Secretary General, Dr. Mustafa Ali, presented a report detailing national, sub-regional, and regional activities. Representing Religions for Peace Secretary General Dr. William F. Vendley was Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General of Religions for Peace. He discussed with the council how the different levels of the Religions for Peace coalition may work together to harness the core strengths of the network. 
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KENYA | AFRICAN WOMEN OF FAITH COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING
 

On 17 June 2009, the Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Coordinating Committee (AWCC) convened, following the conference on small arms. Updates from the Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network  and the national networks were shared. Members were also introduced to the new guidelines developed by coordinating committee for its operations. Playing a leadership role was Ms. Cecile Tshibanda, the Co-Coordinator of the AWCC.
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BURUNDI & GHANA | PREPARATIONS FOR LAUNCHING THE WOMEN OF FAITH NETWORK
 

A six-member interim committee convened by Religions for Peace Burundi and by the local women of faith met in Burundi on 22 June 2009 to plan the launch of the Burundi women’s network in August. A training session for religious communities will also be conducted on raising awareness of gender-based violence.

 

In Ghana, fourteen women of faith met on 3–4 July 2009 to develop an action plan for launching the Religions for Peace Ghana Women of Faith Network. They were supported by Ms. Emma Kang’ethe, African Women’s Project Director, and Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Religions for Peace Women’s Mobilization Program. Both called upon the women to come together to articulate their issues and to pool resources together for the advancement of women of faith in Ghana.
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NEW YORK | MS. JACKIE OGEGA WINS DR. BETTY SHABAZZ AWARD
 

Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Women’s Mobilization Program at Religions for Peace, has been honored with the Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial Award: Honoring Women Who Dedicate Their Lives to Helping Others. Ms. Ogega received the award at the eighth annual dinner in New York on 28 June 2009. Ms. Ogega was given the Compass Award, which recognizes women who forge a clear direction for communities in New York. Dr. Shabazz was the wife of Muslim African American human rights activist Malcom X. 
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NEW YORK | STAFF CHANGES AT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT 

 

Ms. Kinza Ghaznavi, Program Officer for Youth and Network Coordination at the International Secretariat, stepped down in May 2009 and has relocated to Washington, DC. Ms. Ghaznavi started her career with the organization as an intern for Religious for Peace USA. Kindly join in congratulating her on her recent marriage and on her future endeavors.

 

Ms. Katerina Ragoussi, a native of Greece, has joined the International Secretariat as Associate Director of Youth and Network Coordination. Most recently, Ms. Ragoussi was Project Manager for Youth and Educational Cooperation in the People-to-People Exchange Department of the Asia-Europe Foundation in Singapore. Previously, she served as the Project Manager for Religion, Science, and the Environment under the patronage of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in Athens. Ms. Ragoussi has a master’s degree and a bachelor’s degree in translation from Marc-Bloch University in Strasbourg, France; in addition, she has a second bachelor’s degree in French language and literature from the National and Kapodistrian University in Athens. She is fluent in Greek, English, and French. She also has a diploma in classical guitar and a black belt in tae-kwon-do. Please welcome Ms. Ragoussi to Religions for Peace.
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NAIROBI | STAFF TRANSITIONS AT RELIGIONS FOR PEACE AFRICA
 

A number of staff have transitioned from the Religions for Peace Africa office in Nairobi. They include Mr. Celestin Nkundabemera, Regional Project Director, Conflict Transformation; Ms. Sandra Kidwingira, Youth Coordinator; Ms. Gloria Diffu, Office Manager; and Ms. Catherine Macharia, Administrative Assistant. Kindly join in wishing them all the best in their future endeavors.
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GOVERNANCE | WORLD COUNCIL, HONORARY PRESIDENTS, AND INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEES
    
 Religions for Peace World Council Co-Presidents, Honorary Presidents, and International Trustees have been advancing peace around the world. These are some of their achievements during the period 1 April through 30 June 2009. 
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WORLD COUNCIL | CARDINAL KEELER WINS INTER-RELIGIOUS AWARD
 

H.E. Cardinal William Keeler—Archbishop Emeritus of the Baltimore Archdiocese and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council—and a champion of interfaith dialogue, received the Catholic-Jewish Commission of Southern New Jersey’s Nostra Aetate Award on 14 May 2009 at Congregation Beth El. At the award ceremony, Cardinal Keeler reflected on his time spent with Pope John Paul II and spoke of the importance of interfaith relations. “My whole life has been compassion for getting people close to one another. I think that what we need to do is work harder to help people recognize that differences on the outside do not make differences in the heart.” In 1983, Pope John Paul II made Cardinal Keeler bishop of Harrisburg; in 1989, he was named archbishop of Baltimore, the oldest diocese in the country. In 1992, he was the elected president of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops. From 1984–87, he was chair of the U.S. Bishops’ Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. On Nov. 26, 1994, he became a cardinal. He resigned in July 2007. Currently, Cardinal Keeler serves as moderator for Catholic-Jewish relations for United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

READ MORE 
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PRESIDENT EMERITUS | HRH PRINCE EL HASSAN BIN TALAL ON THE ENVIRONMENT
 

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, President Emeritus of Religions for Peace, addressed the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee on Energy and Environment in Vienna, Austria, on 18 May 2009. HRH Prince El Hassan called for the establishment of an “European Union–West Asia-North Africa region  Water and Energy Community,” a non-partisan body that would provide an institutional framework for new incentives regarding  the management and protection of common resources.
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TRUSTEE | MR. STEVE KILLELEA GIVES PRESENTATION ON GLOBAL PEACE INDEX
 

Founded by Religions for Peace International Trustee Mr. Steve Killelea, the Global Peace Index is the first index to rank the nations of the world by their peacefulness and to identify potential drivers of peace. The third annual report on the index was presented on 6 June 2009 at the United Nations in New York by Mr. Clyde McConaghy, President of the Global Peace Index. The report said that the global economic downturn could lead to an increase in violence. An increase in violence due to economic strife will further damage economies, while peaceful nations are better able to respond to the economic crisis. Improving global peacefulness will help avoid further economic loss and will also create an environment for enhanced future development. The index has generated worldwide attention and has been favorably received in political, philanthropic, non-governmental, and academic circles. 

READ MORE 
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NEW TOOLS & PUBLICATIONS | EQUIPPING THE NETWORK
 
Religions for Peace is strengthening its network by providing new tools for use by communities of faith around the world. These were the products produced from 1 April through 30 June 2009.
 
GUIDE | BUILDING WOMEN OF FAITH NETWORKS
 
Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network has developed a Guide to Building Women of Faith Networks which affirms that women of faith draw deeply upon their reserves of agency, wisdom, and compassion to lead the world toward peace. The guide recognizes networks of women of faith as an essential infrastructure in which women can demonstrate their leadership to transform violence, promote just and harmonious societies, advance human development, and protect the earth. It offers strategies for women of faith to establish inter-faith networks in their communities, countries, and regions. The guide also offers information on how to engage women of faith networks in advocacy and action that mobilizes the social, moral, and spiritual assets of religious communities. READ MORE 
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HEADS UP | FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
20–21 August: UN Decade Steering Committee meeting, New York
21–22 October: Interfaith Dialogue meeting, Doha, Qatar
6–9 November: Launch of Religions for Peace Global Youth campaign on disarmament, Costa Rica
15–17 November: UN Food and Agriculture Organization World Summit on Food Security, Rome, Italy
3–9 December: Parliament of World Religions, Melbourne, Australia
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KEEP US POSTED |  YOUR WORK, YOUR SUCCESS 
 
Send us your news and work, and we’ll include it in the next quarterly e-Bulletin!
 
Questions, comments, or news? Kindly contact:
Ms. Andrea Louie
Communications Manager
Religions for Peace–International
777 United Nations Plaza, 9th Floor
New York NY 10017
212.687.2163
alouie@religionsforpeace.org
 
RELIGIONS FOR PEACE—the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition—advances common action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; five regional inter-religious bodies and more than seventy national ones; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Youth Network. 
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