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In this e-Bulletin, read about:

· Religious leaders pledge to address humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka
· Leaders of different faiths help to ban cluster munitions
· Asian youth promote peace in Mindanao, the Philippines

· Women, Faith, and Development Alliance launched in Liberia
· Religions for Peace regional assemblies held in Asia and Africa

· International Women’s Coordinating Committee launches working paper series

· Global Youth Network forge action plans 
GLOBAL ACTION | ADVANCING PEACE AROUND THE WORLD
The stories that follow are just a few examples of dedicated work undertaken by members of Religions for Peace from 1 October through 31 December 2008. Additional remarkable work has been undertaken by regional and national inter-religious councils and groups around the world. 
SRI LANKA| FAITH LEADERS PLEDGE TO ADDRESS HUMANITARIAN CRISIS
Religions for Peace Sri Lanka pledged to work with the Sri Lankan government, opposition parties, and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to address the humanitarian crisis in the war-torn north. In addition, the religious leaders met with Sri Lankan President H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa on 25 November 2008 to discuss the unbearable conditions of civilians trapped in heavy military operations in the north. The meeting with the Sri Lankan President was the result of an international summit in Anuradhapura organized by Religions for Peace International in partnership with Religions for Peace Sri Lanka and the National Peace Council. The summit delegates made a multi-religious commitment to assist vulnerable internally displaced persons. “The achievement of peace through a political solution that is acceptable to all communities is the goal toward which Sri Lanka should be striving,” the religious leaders urged.

The Sri Lankan religious delegation was supported by His Holiness Ven. Tep Vong, Great Supreme Patriarch of Cambodia and Co-President of Religions for Peace; Bishop Gunnar J. Stålsett, Moderator, Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders; Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, General Secretary of the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders, and Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace; and Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Network Coordination at Religions for Peace. (Read more.)
NORWAY| RELIGIOUS LEADERS HELP TO BAN CLUSTER MUNITIONS
For more than sixty years, cluster munitions, like landmines, have killed and injured innocent civilians in war-torn regions. Nearly one hundred governments from around the world convened in Oslo, Norway, on 3 December 2008 to sign the most significant disarmament and humanitarian treaty of the decade. The treaty bans the use, production, transfer, and stockpiling of cluster munitions, committing each government to provide victim assistance and to clear contaminated land. A delegation of senior religious leaders from Religions for Peace participated in the treaty-signing ceremonies in Oslo. Earlier this year, sixty religious leaders from Religions for Peace signed an international appeal advocating the ban. The ban was negotiated one month later during the Dublin Diplomatic Conference on Cluster Munitions in May 2008 and adopted there by all 107 participating governments. Among the Religions for Peace delegation in Dublin was H.E. Dr. Mustafa Ceric, Reis-I-ulema of the Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. In October 2008, Dr. Ceric hosted the European Faith Leaders Conference on Cluster Munitions in Sarajevo. The religious leaders were supported by Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, General Secretary of the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders, and Ms. Allison Pytlak, Religions for Peace Project Coordinator for Cluster Munitions and Disarmament. (Read more.)
PHILIPPINES | YOUTH PROMOTE PEACE AND COLLABORATION IN MINDANAO
Decades-long strife—between Muslim rebels in the Mindanao region of the southern Philippine archipelago and the government of the otherwise predominately Christian Philippines—has escalated since a 2001 cease-fire agreement. More than ninety religious youth leaders from sixteen Asian countries promoted peace and collaboration in Davao, the Philippines on 12–15 October 2008. They convened in the Mindanao region, an area challenged by violence between the army and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Jains, Zoroastrians, and indigenous communities were represented. Religions for Peace organized the youth meeting in collaboration with the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace, and the Religions for Peace Philippines Youth Network. The youths’ work was presented at the Seventh Assembly of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace, held on 17–22 October 2008 in Manila; Filipino president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo received their report. (Read more.)
INDIA | RELIGIOUS LEADERS CONDEMN TERRORIST ATTACKS IN MUMBAI
The terrorist bombings in Mumbai, India, on 26–29 November 2008, which killed at least 170 and injured more than 300, were condemned by people of faith around the world. “All sincere religious leaders around the world in Religions for Peace are united in condemning last week’s horrific acts of terror in Mumbai and in extending their solidarity to the victims, their families, and the peoples of India,” said a statement from the Religions for Peace Office of the Secretary General. “Whenever religious differences or identities are manipulated and misused to ferment violence and discord, the importance of the Religions for Peace mission to advance cooperation among religious communities for peace is further underscored.” (Read more.) The Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders said, “Acts like these are abhorrent crimes that can never be justified by religion or ideology… We must not allow suspicion and fear to fuel prejudice and discrimination. Political leaders and religious leaders from all faiths in Europe, majorities as well as minorities, should stand together in condemning terrorism and violence and promoting understanding between people of different faiths and convictions.” (Read more.)
INDIA | RELIGIOUS LEADERS ADVOCATE FOR CHRISTIANS IN ORISSA

After the murder of Hindu leader Swami Lakshmanananda Saraswati on 23 August 2008, more than fifty people are confirmed to have been killed in violence directed against the Christian minority in the state of Orissa, India. Maoist groups have claimed responsibility for the murder, but extremist Hindu nationalists have targeted Christians claiming they were behind the killing. Rev. Samuel Kobia, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, led a delegation to India and to Colombo, Sri Lanka, to help advocate for an end of violence against Christian minorities in October 2008. Supporting him was Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, General Secretary of the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders. (Read more.)

BRAZIL| HELPING TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS
Religions for Peace, in partnership with UNICEF, held a dialogue during the World Congress III Against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents Dialogue of Religious Communities and Leaders on 28 November 2008 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The Congress was organized by the Brazilian Government, in partnership with UNICEF; End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes; and the NGO Group. At the dialogue, religious leaders, faith-based organizations, and other faith-based actors had an opportunity to share experiences and identify strategies to mobilize religious communities to more effectively help end exploitation and violence against children. Supporting the dialogue were Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America & Caribbean, and Ms. Deepika Singh, Religions for Peace Associate Director of Programs.
KENYA| HELPING TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS
A training to equip religious leaders to help end gender-based violence was held in Kenya on 27–31 October 2008 in partnership with Futures Group Kenya. The training brought together twenty-eight men and women of faith drawn from all eight provinces in Kenya. At the end of the training the participants developed and signed a communiqué containing recommendations to various stakeholders as a part of their commitment to combating gender-based violence. The participants also developed action plans for implementation in their organizations and communities. Playing a leadership role in the training was Ms. Emma Kang’ethe, Religions for Peace African Women’s Project Director for Religions for Peace Africa. 
LIBERIA| LAUNCHING WOMEN, FAITH, AND DEVELOPMENT ALLIANCE
Women of faith in Religions for Peace helped launch the first national chapter of the Women, Faith and Development Alliance (WFDA) in Monrovia, Liberia, on 6 November 2008. Religions for Peace is a co-founder of WFDA, a new alliance that, for the first time, brings together organizations from the women’s, religious, and development sectors to help increase investments in women and girls as the most effective path to ending dire poverty. Participants in the launch consultation enthusiastically identified projects that they could implement together and elected a Steering Committee to carry the agenda forward. Supporting the women of faith in the event were Rev. William Tolbert, Regional Director for West Africa for Religions for Peace Africa; Ms. Emma Kang’ethe, Women’s Project Director for Religions for Peace Africa; and Ms. Lisa Locke, Director of Institutional Support for Religions for Peace International. For its first public event, WFDA-Liberia will make a presentation at the International Development Colloquia, a special initiative being hosted by H.E. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of Liberia, in Monrovia in March 2009. 

Religions for Peace helped launched WFDA at the Washington National Cathedral in April 2008 with more than 115 organizations; historically, these groups have not worked closely yet they share the desire to improve women’s lives and end poverty. Religions for Peace believes that by working together, these groups can have a greater impact on policy discussions affecting women and girls, and that the most direct effect may be at the national and local levels. 
GLOBAL| HELPING TO ACHIEVE THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
Members of the Religions for Peace global coalition are working together to help end dire poverty and achieve the United Nations Millennium Goals (MDGs), which include universal primary education, women’s empowerment, and combating HIV and AIDS. Some of their actions include the following: 
Stand Up Campaign. Religions for Peace affiliates joined the more than 116.9 million participants around the world to “Stand Up and Take Action” to help end global poverty. The global campaign aims to help achieve the United Nations Millennium Development Goals by 2015. From 17–19 October 2008, participants were asked to “stand up” and be counted among the advocates.

Africa. The Inter-religious Council of Burundi (Religions for Peace Burundi), organized a workshop for religious leaders to inform and sensitize the religious leaders on the MDGs in Bujumbura. Some twenty religious leaders from the Conference of Catholic Bishops of Burundi, the National Council of Churches of Burundi, and the Islamic Community of Burundi attended the workshop. It was facilitated by Mdm. Françoise Tuyisenge, expert to the Permanent Secretariat of Economic and Social Reforms 

A workshop, “Woman on the MDGs,” was organized by the Religions for Peace Zambian Women Interfaith Network to raise awareness within Zambia and inspire solidarity among the international community on the MDGs, specifically goal 3 pertaining to women, and how best to achieve them. Workshop participants discussed the escalating gender-based violence in Zambia and how to address gender inequality, poverty,  and HIV and AIDS. One of the conclusions of the workshop was that “it is important for women to engage in planning, organizing and facilitating of events and actions around MDGs and to ensure that the presence, the perspective and concerns of women of faith are addressed at all levels and also included in national dialogue.”
Europe. In support of achieving the MDGs, Religions for Peace European Women of Faith Network conducted public walks, “Women Walking for Peace and Against Poverty,” and multi-religious events in Belgium, Bosnia, United Kingdom, Macedonia, Germany, Spain, Finland, Netherlands, and Sweden. The events were supported by religious leaders, politicians, and members from different faith communities. More than 750 people of different faiths communities participated in the events, some in spite of torrential rain.
SWEDEN | INTERFAITH CLIMATE SUMMIT CONVENED IN UPPSALA
Swedish Archbishop of Uppsala Anders Wejryd, of the Church of Sweden and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, convened the Interfaith Climate Summit in Uppsala, Sweden, on 27–28 November 2008. More than thirty religious leaders of different faiths joined hundreds of Swedish participants in the dialogue to call on international policy makers and religious communities to take action on environmental issues. Religions for Peace contributed to the summit  through presentations by the V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator, and Mr. Stein Villumstad, Deputy Secretary General. Archbishop Wejryd, Rev. Kishkovsky, and Dr. Vinu Aram, Director of Shanti Ashram and Vice Moderator of Religions for Peace, were among the signatories of an Interfaith Climate Manifesto, which is being presented to various governments and at international gatherings prior to the United Nations climate conference to be hosted by Denmark in 2009 regarding reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, fifty seminars and lectures will be held on such issues as climate change and conflict, sustainable environment, and how different faith traditions view climate change. (Read more.)
UNITED NATIONS | COOPERATION WITH THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS
Representatives from the United Nations and religious leaders met together with non-government organizations at UNICEF on 16 December 2008 to promote greater cooperation between the UN and faith communities around the world. The daylong event was co-sponsored by the Korean Conference of Religions for Peace (KCRP) and Religions for Peace International. The International Peace Corps of Religions also supported the event as an arm of KCRP. Playing leadership roles in the dialogue were Dr. Sunggon Kim, Secretary General of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace, and Dr. William F. Vendley, Secretary General of Religions for Peace. (Read more.)

FRANCE | THIRD WORLD CONGRESS OF IMAMS AND RABBIS FOR PEACE
The V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Moderator of Religions for Peace, was among the senior religious leaders of different faiths who attended the Third World Congress of Imams and Rabbis for Peace on 15–17 December 2008, under the patronage of UNESCO and with the support of His Excellency Maitre Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal and Chairman of the 11th Session of the Islamic Summit Conference. Congress attendees worked together to determine ways to defend the sacred character of peace and to commit themselves, as of now, to implementing all possible measures, within a religious context, to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

TURKEY | UNFPA GLOBAL FAITH FORUM ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
V. Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Director of External Affairs for the Orthodox Church in America and Moderator of Religions for Peace, was among the senior religious leaders who participated in the Interfaith Network on Population and Development, which was launched in Istanbul, Turkey, on 20 October 2008. The network will serve as a mechanism by which the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) will help place faith-based partnerships at the center of the global dialogue on issues surrounding reproductive health and population. The launch event was part of UNFPA’s Global Faith Forum on Population and Development, the final in a series of meetings to bring faith leaders together to discuss strategies for addressing migration, violence against women, and maternal health. 
Religions for Peace participated in previous regional meetings in Africa and Latin American; Religions for Peace Latin America and Caribbean hosted the regional meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 16-17 September 2008; those religious leaders were supported by Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America & Caribbean. 
ITALY & SAUDI ARABIA | INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUES HELD 
Dr. Din Syamsuddin, Chairman of Muhammadiyah and an Honorary President of Religions for Peace, attended the first Muslim-Catholic Dialogue Forum held on 4–6 November 2008 in the Vatican. Participants discussed the existing commonalities and differences between Islam and Christianity at the meeting, the first in a series held by the Vatican’s permanent Catholic-Muslim forum. It was opened by Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue and Dr. Mustafa Ceric, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia and Herzegovina and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council. 

Dr. Syamsuddin also attended “Russia and the Islamic World: the Fourth Forum of the Strategic Vision Group,” on 27–29 October 2008 in the Jeddah kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The theme of the conference was “King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz’s Initiative for Interfaith and Intercultural Dialogue: A New Vision for International Relations.” The conference is the fourth forum of the Strategic Russia-Islamic World Alliance participated in by more than 300 eminent intellectuals in Islamic countries and Russia. Dr. Syamsuddin said in his remarks that a new world movement of peace- and justice-loving nations must unite and work together. The Russia-Islamic World Strategic Vision Group was created in 2006 as an advisory body to increase cooperation in all fields between Russia and Islamic countries. 
UNITED KINGDOM | CO-PRESIDENTS AT CAMBRIDGE DIALOGUE 
Dr. Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Mustafa Ceric, Grand Mufti of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Ayatollah Seyed Mostafa Mohaghegh Damad, Dean of Department of Islamic Studies, The Academy of Science of Iran, all Co-Presidents of the Religions for Peace Word Council, were among the senior religious leaders who furthered the high-level “A Common Word” dialogue at the Colleges and University of Cambridge on 15 October 2008. The meeting of leading Muslim and Christian clerics and scholars was hosted by Dr. Williams at Lambeth Palace and co-sponsored by the Cambridge Inter-Faith Programme and the Royal Aal Al-Bayt Foundation. “We live in an increasingly global world that brings with it increased interdependence,” the religious leaders said in a statement. “The closer we are drawn together by this globalization and interdependence, the more urgent is the need to understand and respect one another in order to find a way out of our troubles.” The meeting was held on the first anniversary of “A Common Word,” a letter written by Muslim religious leaders to Christian religious leaders. (Read more.) 
BELGIUM | EUROPEAN COMMISSION INVITES INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
On 11 November 2008, marking the 90th anniversary of the end of the First World War in Europe, the European Commission invited representatives from the media, education, religious organizations and other non-governmental organizations to discuss “Intercultural Dialogue—A Challenge for Faiths and Convictions.” The meeting, which was the first of its kind within the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, took place in the EC Headquarters in Brussels. Among the hundred participants was Rev. Vebjørn Horsfjord, Secretary General of the Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders, who gave a presentation for the panel discussing “Challenges for dialogue between faiths and convictions.” (Read more.)
NETHERLANDS | INTER-RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE ON FAITH IN HUMAN RIGHTS
Religions for Peace Co-President Rev. Master Lee Zhiwang, who is President of the Taoist Center in Singapore, gave a keynote address representing the Taoist faith at the International Inter-religious Conference on Faith in Human Rights in The Hague, Netherlands, on 19 December 2008. “As we join hands to support this Statement of Faith in Human Rights, we symbolize the harmonious relationships that exist and the mutual respect that we have for one another,” Master Lee said in his remarks. “And I respectfully appeal to people of faith to join in the common work of building peace for mankind to provide a ‘peaceful global world’ for all of us.” (Read more.)


KAZAKHSTAN | PLANNING FOR THIRD CONGRESS OF RELIGIONS
The government of Kazakhstan invited senior religious leaders in October 2008 for a high-level summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, to plan for the Third Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions. The Congress, to be held in July 2009, will have the theme, “The role of religious leaders in building a world of tolerance, mutual respect and cooperation.” Playing a leadership role in the Planning Secretariat is Religions for Peace Deputy Secretary General Mr. Stein Villumstad, who also participated in the Congress in 2006.  

STRENGTHENING THE NETWORK | local, regional, global
Religions for Peace is strengthening its network and developing partnerships around the world at local, national, regional, and international levels. Following are selected actions from 1 October–31 December 2008.

PHILIPPINES | ASIAN CONFERENCE OF RELIGIONS FOR PEACE 7TH ASSEMBLY 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon was among those who commended the peacebuilding efforts of the more than 300 delegates from thirty countries who attended the Seventh Assembly of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace, held on 17–21 October 2008 in Manila, the Philippines. All of the world’s great religions have a critical role to play in building and cementing global peace, Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has told a gathering of Asian religious figures today. In a video message, Mr. Ban called on the religions to work together with the UN to build peace. “Asia is the cradle of great religions that share noble values pursued by all humanity–-values such as mercy, justice and peace,” he said. “And yet, mankind has created so many conflicts in the name of religion. That is why organizations like yours are so important. I commend the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace for its commitment to bringing peace to Asia and the world as a whole.” (Read more.) 
Dr. Din Syamsuddin, president of Muhammadiyah in Indonesia and an Honorary President of Religions for Peace, was elected Moderator, and Dr. Sunggon Kim of Korea was re-elected as Secretary General. The University of Santo Tomas, the Interreligious Dialogue Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, and Religions for Peace co-sponsored the assembly, “Peacemaking in Asia.” Playing a leadership role at the Assembly was Rev. Katsuji Suzuki, who was the Director of External Affairs at the Religions for Peace Japan Secretariat, and Rev. Tea-Sung Kim, Assistant Secretary General of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace. 
The Religions for Peace Asian Women of Faith Network conference was held just prior to the assembly at the University of Santo Tomas on 15–16 October 2008. The women of faith re-affirmed how women play an essential role in peacemaking. In addition, Dr. Lilian Sison, University of Santo Tomas Graduate School Dean, was elected to head the Asian Women of Faith Network. (Read more.) 
In addition, the Religions for Peace Asia and Pacific Youth Network held a Youth Summit in Davao, in the Mindanao region of the Philippines, which has been a site of violent conflict. The ninety youth from sixteen countries called for a truce in Mindanao and urged all antagonists to pursue peace “with honor and sincerity.” Their appeal was presented to the senior religious leaders at the Assembly. (Read more.) 
LIBYA | AFRICAN COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS HOLDS 2ND ASSEMBLY
The Religions for Peace African Council of Religious Leaders (Religions for Peace Africa), representing all major religious traditions and faith communities from twenty-six African countries, as well as networks of youth and women of faith, convened in Tripoli, Libya, on 2–5 December 2008 at its Second General Assembly, “Confronting Violence and Advancing Shared Security: Religions in Africa Working Together.” Former Heads of States including Sierra Leone’s Ahmed Teejan Kabbah, Nigeria’s Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, and Mozambique’s Joachim Chissano joined the Assembly. The Religions for Peace  Africa Assembly was hosted and sponsored by the World Islamic Call Society,  which is lead by H.E. Dr. Mohammad Ahmed Al-Sherif. Dr. Al-Sherif is a Co-President and Vice Moderator of Religions for Peace International. The Assembly was led by Religions for Peace Africa Co-Chairs His Grace John Onaiyekan, Archbishop of Abuja in Nigeria, and H.E. Sheikh Shaban Mubaje, Grand Mufti of Uganda. They were supported by Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Africa, and the Africa regional staff team. (Read more.)
The Religions for Peace African Women of Faith Network convened from 2–4 December 2008 to reaffirm their common solidarity and forge a plan of action for 2009. Areas of priority focus include networking; peace and security; women as agents of change in conflict transformation; and gender, poverty, and health. The women of faith nominated members to its African Women Coordinating Committee under the leadership of two new Coordinators: Ms Cecile Tshibanda of DR Congo and Dr. Rabiatu Ammah of Ghana. The women of faith were supported by Ms. Emma Kang’ethe, Religions for Peace African Women’s Project Director. 
LIBYA | INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
The International Executive Committee convened in Tripoli, Libya, on 5–6 December 2008. H.E. Dr. Mohammad Ahmed Al-Sherif, Secretary General of the World Islamic Call Society and Vice Moderator of Religions for Peace International, hosted and sponsored the meeting. The Executive Committee received the Report of the Secretary General and finance reports and focused strongly on Religions for Peace Implementation and Development Plans. Acknowledging that fidelity to their religious commitments and roles was the biggest gift religious leaders can make in their service to Religions for Peace, the members of the Executive Committee unanimously committed themselves to also becoming personal financial contributors to Religions for Peace. They encouraged Secretary General Dr. William F. Vendley to further foster a climate of giving and sharing among the members of the World Council and across the Religions for Peace coalition. The possibility of convening an International Council meeting (World Council members plus a representative from all affiliated regional and national councils) in mid 2009 was discussed, and the Secretary General was encouraged to further explore possibilities. A statement of Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament was adopted. The statement was recognized as another step in Religions for Peace’s long history of work in disarmament, and that it should be followed by an even more comprehensive policy on non-nuclear weapons as well. A draft statement on the Financial Crisis was discussed and it was agreed that after additional reflection the Executive Committee would be considering a statement on the matter. All of the participants expressed their joy to their colleague and gracious host, Dr. Al-Sherif. (Read more.) 
LIBYA | INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S COORDINATING COMMITTEE FORGES PLAN

The Religions for Peace International Women’s Coordinating Committee, the leadership body of the Global Women of Faith Network, forged an action plan for 2009 on 1–2 December 2008 in Tripoli, Libya. Among their key actions was electing new members to the committee: Mrs. Karen M. Hurley, Catholic, USA, President General, World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations; Mrs. Evelyn Zentner de Falck, Jewish, Ecuador, International Council of Jewish Women and IWCC Regional Coordinator of Religions for Peace Latin American and Caribbean Women of Faith Network; Lt. Colonel Geanette Seymour, Protestant, Australia, Deputy Director International Social Justice Commission of the Salvation Army; Dr. Lilian Sison, Roman Catholic, Philippines, Chair Women’s Committee, Asian Conference of Religions for Peace. In addition, the members launched the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network working paper series to help place women of faith as religious leaders and public actors. The first theme of the working paper series was identified to be “Women, Peace, and Security.” Finally, the committee developed fundraising strategies, including individual donations and new partnerships. The women of faith were supported by Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Religions for Peace Women’s Mobilization Program.

GERMANY | SECOND FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS FORUM IN FRANKFURT

When disaster strikes around the world, faith communities are often the first on the scene to bring humanitarian relief and support. Religions for Peace continued its efforts to help find ways of coordinating emergency responses among those faith-based organizations by co-sponsoring the second annual Faith-Based Forum for Multi-religious Cooperation for Humanitarian Relief, Development and Peace in Frankfurt, Germany, on 3–4 November 2008 The forum brought together leaders of thirty faith-based organizations from Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America to discuss approaches and challenges to implementing multi-religious programs in situations of armed conflict. The group agreed to launch a joint pilot project in the Horn of Africa, with Religions for Peace Africa serving as the focal point.  Religion for Peace will map the advocacy actions of the participating agencies to begin a discussion around potential future joint advocacy initiatives. The forum was hosted by Humanity First-Germany.  
BULGARIA | A NEW INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL IS ESTABLISHED 
In November 2008, a new Inter-religious Council was established in Bulgaria. The council held its first meeting in December and will meet once every month. The initiative for the creation of the council came from the director of ecclesiastical matters at the council of ministers and participants also gathered inspiration from the European Interreligious Encounter in Italy in May 2008, which was organized by Religions for Peace. (Read more.)
BELGIUM | EUROPEAN WOMEN OF FAITH NETWORK LAUNCHED
The Religion for Peace European Women of Faith Network was launched on 13 November 2008 at the European Parliament in Brussels under the leadership of Co-Chairs Ms. Ravinder Kaur Nijjar and Ms. Yolande Iliano. The program focused on the contribution of women of faith around Europe. Featured speakers included Ms. Erna Hennicot-Schoepegs, Rapporteur on the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue; Ms. Zerbanoo Gifford, International Woman of the Year for 2006; Dr Katerina Karkala-Zorba; and Ms. Mehrézia Maiza-Labidi, the Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Women of Faith Network. They were supported by Ms. Jackie Ogega, Director of the Religions for Peace Women’s Mobilization Program.
(Read more.)
KENYA| INTERNATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE ADDRESSES POVERTY, PEACE
Fourteen members of the Religions for Peace International Youth Committee, the leadership body of the Global Youth Network, worked together on 15–19 December 2008 in Nairobi, Kenya, to help address issues of poverty and violent conflict. “We chose Kenya for this meeting following the announcement of the results of the general elections in Kenya on 30 December 2007, when sporadic violence erupted countrywide among various communities,” the youth leaders said in a statement  “The youth were victims, perpetrators, and also defenders of their communities. The informal settlement of Kibera in Nairobi was seriously affected by the violence. We visited Kibera to show solidarity with the religious youth who chose their own path instead of perpetrating violence.” Playing a leadership role at the meeting was Ms. Stellamaris Mulaeh, Programme Coordinator of Fastenopfer Kenya Country Programme and Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Global Youth Network and Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Africa. Supporting them were Rev. Kyoichi Sugino, Director of Inter-religious Council Development and Network Coordination, and Ms. Kinza Ghaznavi, Program Officer for Youth and Network Coordination, both at Religions for Peace. (Read more.) 
GHANA| SEVENTH REGIONAL CONSULTATION IN WEST AFRICA
Opening the seventh regional consultation of the Religions for Peace West African Inter-religious Councils Coordinating Committee in Accra, Ghana, on 13 October 2008, Ghana Vice President Alhaji Aliu Mahama stressed the need for peace as the prerequisite for development and progress. The week-long meeting was organized in collaboration with the Ghana Conference of Religions for Peace, the Religions for Peace African Council of Religious Leaders (Religions for Peace Africa), and Religions for Peace International. Among those supporting the religious leaders was Rev. William Tolbert III, West African Regional Director of Religions for Peace; and Ms. Zebib Kavuma, Regional Programme Coordinator of the Advocacy for Children Programme for Religions for Peace Africa. (Read more.)



PANAMA| MESO AMERICAN INTER-RELIGIOUS NETWORK CONVENES
The Religions for Peace Mesoamerican Inter-religious Network met in Panama City, Panama, on 9–10 December 2008, on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of the signing of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. “We recognize with deep sadness and preoccupation that, sixty years after the signing of the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights, the levels of poverty and inequality—a clear violation to economic and social rights—persist in our communities,” the religious leaders said in a statement. Participants outlined a series of action steps and commitments. Supporting the religious leaders was Mr. Elias Szczytnicki, Secretary General of Religions for Peace Latin America & Caribbean.
KENYA| ORIENTATION TRAINING FOR NEW PARTNERS INITIATIVE
Religions for Peace launched its three-year project, “Scaling Up Faith-based Responses to HIV/AIDS through Multi-Religious Response,” under the New Partners Initiative (NPI) of the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). The goal of the project is to increase the ability of faith-based organizations to provide prevention, care and support services to those most affected by HIV/AIDS. The Religions for Peace project will be launched through the Ethiopia Inter-faith Forum for Development, Dialogue and Action and the World Conference of Religions for Peace Tanzania. A four-day orientation workshop was organized from 9–12 December 2008 in Nairobi, Kenya, for participants from the Religions for Peace International Secretariat from New York and other project-related staff from Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania. The partners discussed the results and action plans of the organizational capacity assessments that were undertaken in Ethiopia and Tanzania. They also finalized the work plan, implementation plan, the monitoring/evaluation plan as well as the budget of the project.  

HEADQUARTERS| ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY ASSESSMENT UNDERTAKEN
To evaluate how best to serve the operations of Religions for Peace International around the world, an organizational capacity assessment was conducted at Religions for Peace in New York from 6–8 October 2008. This three-day process was facilitated by the technical assistance staff from JSI and Initiatives, Inc. All appropriate Religions for Peace staff participated in the process in which current practices were reviewed, supporting documents and procedures assessed, capacity levels identified, and findings prioritized. The process resulted in a detailed action plan to strengthen organizational capacity and identify technical assistance needs as well as provide a baseline against which to measure progress over time. 

GERMANY | HRH PRINCE EL HASSAN BIN TALAL WINS PEACE PRIZE
HRH Prince El Hassan Bin Talal of Jordan, President Emeritus of Religions for Peace International, received on 19 October 2008 the Peace Prize of the City of Augsburg, Germany, in recognition of his great contribution to the Islamic-Christian dialogue. “Ours is a spiritual crisis,” HRH Prince Hassan said in his remarks, which focused on the global financial crisis. “Where fear  exists, there is no love. And when our actions are not done in love, they have no value.” 

USA| CO-PRESIDENT CARDINAL MARADIAGA WINS HUMANITARIAN AWARD
The 2008 Humanitarian Award was given to H.E. Oscar Andres Cardinal Rodriguez Maradiaga, Archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, by Hope for a Healthier Humanity (HHH) in New York on 30 October 2008. Cardinal Maradiaga helped negotiate peace accords during internal conflict in the country. Among the most prominent Catholic church leaders in Latin America, he has been a leading spokesman on the issue of eliminating Third World debt and has directly negotiated with G8 leaders, and frequently lectures on the topic of ending poverty. The Huguenot-based Hope for a Healthier Humanity (HHH) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting developing nations of Latin America to achieve improved health-care delivery. HHH supports health agencies, governments, individual managers and health-care providers, as they try to utilize their resources efficiently and economically. (Read more.)
INDONESIA | RELIGIONS FOR PEACE INDONESIA DIRECTOR WINS AWARD
Siti Musdah Mulia, Executive Director of the Indonesian Conference on Religion and Peace (Religions for Peace Indonesia), was honored with the 2008 Yap Thiam Hien Award in Jakarta on Human Rights Day, 10 December 2008. Ms. Mulia, a noted Muslim interfaith activist, could not attend the ceremony because she was on the hajj, the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, with her husband. Ms. Mulia teaches in Jakarta at the Institute for Al Qur’an Studies as well as at the National Islamic University of Syarif Hidayatullah. The Jakarta-based Human Rights Study Center Foundation established the Yap Thiam Hien Award in 1992 to honor the late Yap Thiam Hien (1913–1989), a noted lawyer and human rights defender in Indonesia.
UK| MR. JAHANGIR SAROSH STEPS DOWN AS PRESIDENT IN EUROPE
Mr. Jehangir Sarosh, who served as President of Religions for Peace Europe since 1999, stepped down in December 2008. Mr. Sarosh, a Zoroastrian, was born in India in 1938; his father took the family on a car trip in 1952 and drove all the way to the United Kingdom, where they settled. Mr. Sarosh committed countless hours, his home office, and personal resources to Religions for Peace Europe. The successful European Encounter in Rovereto, Italy, in May 2008, is just one recent example of his devoted leadership, without which the growth of Religions for Peace Europe would not be possible. Mr. Sarosh would not have been available to Religions for Peace in meaningful ways without the support from his beloved wife, Irma. Please join in expressing gratitude to them both.
The Rev. Dr. Hans Ucko has been named the new President of Religions for Peace Europe. Rev. Dr. Ucko was born in 1946 in Sweden, studied in France, Sweden, Israel, and India. He is an ordained minister of the Church of Sweden. He received his Ph.D. from the Senate of Serampore, India. Rev. Dr. Ucko was the Program Secretary in the Office on Interreligious Relations and Dialogue of the World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland, for many years. Please join in welcoming Rev. Dr. Ucko.
HEADQUARTERS | NEW PROGRAM COORDINATOR FOR HIV AND AIDS
Ms. Janet I. Phillips joins the Religions for Peace International Secretariat in New York as the Program Officer for the New Partner Initiatives (NPI) program for HIV and AIDS. Most recently, Ms. Phillips was the project consultant at Christian Reformed World Relief Committee for humanitarian work in East Africa, Burma, and Bangladesh. Previously, she served as its Disaster Response and Preparedness Coordinator for East and Southern Africa. She has also served at the Canadian International Development Agency and with the Anglican Church in Kenya. Ms. Phillips has a bachelor’s degree in horticulture from the University of Guelph in Ontario Canada. She will be responsible for helping to coordinate Religions for Peace’s project, “Scaling Up Faith-based Responses to HIV/AIDS through Multi-Religious Response,” under the NPI of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). The goal of the project is to increase the ability of faith-based organizations to provide prevention, care and support services to those most affected by HIV/AIDS. Please join in welcoming Ms. Phillips.
GHANA | SHEIKH AHMED RUFAI MUHYEDDEN PASSES AWAY
Sheikh Ahmed Rufai Muhyedden, Vice Chairman of the Executive Council of the Ghana Conference of Religions for Peace, affectionately known as “Baba,” died on New Year’s Day in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Sheikh Muhyedden played a dynamic role in West Africa, the region, and at the global level. He was a deeply respected and dedicated religious leader, most recently attending the Second Assembly of Religions for Peace Africa in Tripoli, Libya.  He was buried in Mecca. “He will surely be missed by all of us,” said Rev. William R. Tolbert III, West Africa Coordinator of Religions for Peace Africa.


HEADS UP | FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2–4 March         Coalition for a UN Decade for Interreligious Cooperation for Peace meeting, Maryknoll, NY
8 March

Women, Faith, and Development Alliance Colloquium, Monrovia, Liberia
22–23 March
Second World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
6–7 April
Second Alliance of Civilizations Forum, Istanbul, Turkey
27–29 April
Religions for Peace European Council of Religious Leaders meeting, Lille, France

KEEP US POSTED | your work, your success
Send us your news and work, and we’ll include it in the next quarterly e-Bulletin!

Questions, comments, or news? Kindly contact:

Ms. Andrea Louie

Communications Manager

Religions for Peace–International

777 United Nations Plaza, 9th Floor

New York NY 10017

212.687.2163

alouie@wcrp.org
Religions for Peace—the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition—advances common action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; more than seventy national and five regional inter-religious bodies; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Youth Network. 

_1126012792.doc
[image: image1.png]






