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Good morning, ladies and gentlemen! 

It is my honor to deliver a welcoming address on behalf of International Peace Copes Religions (IPCR) and Religions for Peace. After the 20th anniversary of KCRP (Religion for Peace/ Korea), we launched a new body called IPCR, which aims at promoting interfaith work for world peace, funded by both the Korean government and Korean religious communities. 

First of all, I must express great thanks to our partner, Religion for Peace (RfP), especially Secretary General, Dr. Bill Vendley and Stein Villumstad who assisted in preparing this seminar in spite of their heavy schedule. And I am very grateful to all the speakers and participants from the States and from abroad. Lastly I would like to express my appreciation to Rev. Chung-ok Lee, the Co-President of RfP, and Oisten Moskvil Thorsen  and all volunteers, who worked hard for this seminar. 

I also would like express m3y gratitude to supporting groups; Tripartite Forum on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace, the Committee of Religious NGOs at the UN, NGO Committee of Freedom of Religion or Belief, and the Provisional Steering Committee for the initiative of a UN Decade of Interreligious Cooperation for Peace.

Personally, I am working as the Secretary General of ACRP (Religions for Peace/ Asia) and at the same time, I am a Member of Parliament of Korea. I always try to build a bridge between religion and politics, in other words, to keep the unity between the heavenly kingdom and earthly kingdom, which, of course, is not an easy job. 

As you know, both religion and politics aspire to spread peace around the world, but their respective roles are quite different. Generally speaking, religion is about the peace within, while politics has to do with peace without. In other words, religion tries to heal the root causes of war, such as hatred, anger, greed, revenge, and ignorance, while politics tries to correct the social causes of war, such as injustice, discrimination, poverty, and inequality.

In achieving peace, the role of religion and the role of politics are complementary. The root causes of war and conflict, such as hatred and greed, lie in our mind, and so, without healing this root cause, real peace cannot be achieved. On the other hand, social injustice and inequality cause anger and hatred, which result in violence and war. Thus, real peace can be acquired only by healing both the inner and outer causes of war. And to create wholesome peace, we need the cooperation of religion and politics.

In Won Buddhism, the relation between religion and politics is often compared to the relation of the mother and father in a family. To help our children grow up to become righteous and merciful people, we need the complementary role of parents, that is, the sense of justice of the father and the love of the mother - comparatively speaking - in balance. Without justice, children will be spoiled, and without love, they will become harsh legalists.  

Now, the same holds true to the global family. Today’s people, or the contemporary world is becoming increasingly interdependent and connected, and so, it is often called one “global family” or one “global village”. Here we need a global government system to solve regional conflicts, and it is UN that plays such a role. In spite of controversy on the efficiency of UN, I claim that we, as citizens of UN, should help UN to be more functional, more effective, and more neutral on the basis of universal ethics. In other words, UN should play the role of the good father in this global family. 

Then who is the good mother of our global family? I think, perhaps, international interfaith organizations, such as Religions for Peace. If UN deals with the peace without, the interfaith organization deals with the peace within. If UN deals with political justice, RfP deals with humanitarian services. Even though the latter often deals with political issues, the way to solve such issues should be different from politics. As a member of RfP in Asia and Korea, I always try my best to help our organization to effectively play her motherly role. 

  

However, this does not mean that RfP or KCRP takes the place of religion itself, as UN does not take the place of each national government. As UN should respect the authority of each nation, RfP should respect the authority and unique nature of each religion. What UN and RfP should do is to simply assist each respective government and each respective religion to do their best as a good father and mother in each region, and induce global  cooperation when necessary for the peace and wellbeing of humankind.    

Now the subject of today's international seminar is "Advancing Cooperation between UN and World's Religions". Through this seminar, we aim at improving the cooperation between politics and religions on an international level, and advancing the mutual assistance of UN as the father and the interfaith organization as the mother. We should pay attention to a new and fairly recent phenomenon in UN which takes international interfaith activity very seriously. Maybe the time has come when a grown up man, i.e. UN, is looking for his bride. Now I, myself, am asking RfP, and other similar organizations, whether she is ready to receive her bridegroom.  

In closing, I hope everybody enjoys today's seminar and brings forth fruitful results. If you wish, we may continue this kind of seminar next year too. Thank you again to all participants today, and I wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thank you.   
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