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I want to thank the Government of Indonesia for inviting me to Jakarta to represent the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  Indonesia is a country with a rich diversity of faiths and cultures and a proud tradition of multi-religious cooperation.  It is most appropriate that Indonesia play host to an historic gathering on Interreligious Cooperation.  
 
I have the distinct honor to bring you greetings from Joshua DuBois, Special Assistant to President Obama and the Executive Director of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. Under Joshua’s leadership, the US Government has a network of offices across 12 government agencies that partner with faith-based and community organizations.
 
President Obama has asked the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships to lead the US Government in promoting interfaith dialogue and cooperation in the United States and around the world. For our global efforts, the White House Office partners with the Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at USAID.
 
I want to mention five specific ways that we are cultivating inter-religious cooperation:
 
First - the President appointed a very diverse group of 25 faith-based and secular community leaders to serve on an advisory council set to make its recommendations next month.  One of the featured sections of the Council’s report is about Inter-religious Dialogue and Cooperation.
 
Second -  Our Center at the Corporation for National and Community Service coordinated an Interfaith Service Week during the Summer of Service in 2009 – featuring over 3000 interfaith service projects across America.
 
Third - in partnership with Pradeep Ramamurthy at the National Security Council, we will be establishing, an Inter-Agency Working Group on Religion and Global Affairs this Spring.  
 
Fourth - plans are under way for a ‘Cairo to Kansas’ technology initiative that will enable many more young people to communicate and collaborate with their peers from other faiths and cultures.  Technology has developed to the point where twelve time zones and two languages should no longer prevent Indonesian and American students from learning to respect each other in the comfort of their homes and schools.
 
Finally, we are scouting the world for shining examples of people of different faiths working together to tackle domestic and global development challenges.  We will spotlight best practices and encourage people around the world to follow the lead of contemporary interfaith activists who prove that our different faiths and cultures do not prevent us from rolling up our sleeves TOGETHER to improve our societies.   
 
One opportunity in the near future for us to discover such best practices will be the USAID-sponsored conference in Dhaka, Bangladesh – being coordinated by Afeefa Syeed, who is here.  This gathering in March will bring together leaders of faith communities, civil society organizations and development practitioners, as well as US Government representatives from 10 different countries in Asia.
 
Here in Jakarta, it has been my great privilege to have the opportunity to observe people from many different faiths and many different nations discuss how to work together towards poverty eradication; how to collaborate to respond to climate change; how to educate our societies for mutual respect, and how to foster good governance.  Bearing witness to these conversations is a critical component of the US Government’s commitment to promoting interfaith cooperation.
 
As leaders of different faith communities, you have come here to Jakarta to share your experiences and the foundations of your faiths that motivate you to work to improve the world around you.  
 
We would like to see more faith leaders become interfaith actors.  The challenges that confront our world are too great for us to address in our separate communities.  We must act together.  
 
In order to do that, our leaders have to build trust in one another.  I want to applaud the efforts of Religions for Peace here in Indonesia and around the world in helping to create the conditions for actionable collaboration to tackle our common challenges.  Interfaith conferences and inter-religious coordinating councils enable faith leaders to learn about their differences while focusing on their similar interests in fighting common causes.  Forums for interfaith dialogue at the highest levels over many years have built a strong foundation for President Obama to call on all of us to focus on actionable steps we can take to solve problems together.
 
Our young people often serve as our best guides.  Heru, a university student, inspired us in a working group session yesterday morning, when he said: “We are here.  We can make change.  We need a common goal.”
 
Distinguished leaders, you have begun to identify common goals here over these past two days.  A spectrum of opportunities has emerged as a result of the initial contacts you have made and the wide-ranging conversations you have had.
 
Our challenge now is to build on what was begun here.  Partnerships within and between faith communities, within and between nations, as well as between governments and faith communities will all be required for us to meet the task at hand.   [The initial document that has just been read serves as an encouraging road map to guide us.]
 
The peoples of our nations are looking to governments and faith leaders to help feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, empower the entrepreneurs, and adapt to climate change.  We are accountable to the needs of our most vulnerable people.   We must work in partnership – between governments and faith communities – to provide sustainable solutions.
 
Many faith traditions and many community organizations work tirelessly to improve the conditions of those who suffer most.  But President Obama firmly believes that we will make a truly historic impact in confronting our challenges only if we work cooperatively – across lines of faith, tribe and ethnicity that too often divide us.  We confront seemingly overwhelming challenges in our time.  But we are only beginning to dedicate ourselves to overcome our differences in order to respond to these challenges together. 
 
We are guided by our holy texts:
 
The Torah says in Exodus: “You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the feelings of a stranger, having yourselves been strangers in the land of Egypt.”
 
The New Testament says in Philippians: “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
 
The Qur’an says in Chapter 76: God’s virtuous servants are those who happily give food, however great be their need for it, to the destitute, and the orphan, and the captive, saying ‘we feed you only for God’s sake; we desire from you neither reward, nor thanks.
 
Our traditions are clear.  We must care for each other and serve one another.  
 
In 2010, this includes the critical development challenges of our globalized world.  
 
I want to congratulate this group for standing ready to answer this call here in Jakarta.  Some of us have traveled great physical distances to be here.  Others of us have traveled great psychological distances to open ourselves up to the uncertain waters of working in partnership with one another.  
 
We all know that most of our work lies ahead.  We should be proud of the ideas that were hatched, the curiosity that was explored and the projects that were incubated at this gathering. And we look forward with great anticipation to seeing tangible results on the lives of those who are most needy in our midst.
 
Thank you very much.   
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