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Participant Biographies
Mr. Azril Mohd Amin

A lawyer by profession, Mr. Amin is currently the Chairman of Islamic Outreach ABIM, an agency under the patronage of the Muslim Youth Movement of Malaysia. He has extensive involvement in interfaith based initiatives, in particular through the World Council of Muslim for Interfaith Relations (WCMIR), as youth coordinator and the Muslim Youth Movement of Malaysia - ABIM - where he was vice president for international affairs (2003-2009). He is currently vice moderator of the Asian Coordinating Team, World Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP) and has presented views at several of its events, including at the recent International Summit of Religious Youth Leaders on Disarmament for Shared Security held in Kathmandu in July 2009. He lives in Malaysia with his wife and three children.
Mr. Naeem Mohammad Baig

Naeem Mohammad Baig, is currently serving as the Vice President of Public Affairs of the Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA). He is also Executive Director for ICNA Council for Social Justice. Mr. Baig served as the Secretary General of the Islamic Circle of North America from 2000 to 2004, and later from 2006 to 2008. He was recently elected to serve on the Board of ICNA.

Mr. Baig played a major role in strengthening ICNA's Interfaith Relations Department. During his time as the Secretary General, ICNA became member of many Interfaith Initiatives including Religions for Peace USA. Recently, Mr. Baig served as the consultant on the 'Study on Christian-Muslim Relations', sponsored by the Department of Interfaith Relations of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Currently, he co-chairs the 'National Muslim Christian Initiative'.

Dr. Raymond J. Bakke

Raymond J. Bakke is Chancellor, distinguished professor of global urban ministry, and member of the International Board of Regents at Bakke Graduate University in Seattle Washington. In these roles he helps teach and supervise a program of 300 doctoral students in approximately 40 countries.

Until recently, Dr. Bakke led International Urban Associates and directed urban ministry consultations in more than 250 large cities on six continents, working with churches and agencies involved in poverty alleviation, housing, education, and those institutionalized, addicted and abused. Those networks and research have been merged into BGU, with the focus being global urban transformation.

Dr. Bakke co founded the Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education in Chicago in 1975, after 15 years of inner city pastoral experience in Seattle and Chicago, and studies in several schools. He taught at Trinity College, and Northern Theological Seminary, and as adjunct in church history for McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. He also taught and helped launch the doctoral program at Eastern Baptist Seminary in Philadelphia.

He authored The Urban Christian, now in 8 languages, and co authored Espoir P Pour La Ville, Dieu Dans La Cite, and also The Expanded Mission of City Center Churches, and wrote A Theology as Big as The City. He served as urban theme editor for the Word and Life Study Bible, while writing 1200 articles in that Thomas Nelson volume, along with other books and articles. Dr. Bakke and his wife, Dr. Corean Bakke, have been married since 1960, and have three grown sons.

Pablito A. Baybado, Jr.

Pablito a. Baybado, Jr is an assistant professor at the institute of religion, University of Santo Tomas Manila. He is an executive committee member of the Asian Conference of Religions for Peace Asia, and the Youth Coordinator of the Religions for Peace Philippines. He is also serving as technical coordinator on Interfaith Child Protection Program of the WCRP-UNICEF Philippine Pilot Project.

Bishop Tod D. Brown

Tod David Brown was born in San Francisco on November 15, 1936, the first of two children born to George and Edna Anne Brown, both now deceased. His brother Daniel Brown lives in Orinda, California, with his wife and children.

Bishop Brown received his early education at various schools in Northern California. His seminary education and formation were at Ryan Seminary in Fresno, St. John's Seminary in Camarillo and North American College in Rome, Italy. He holds a BA from St. John's Seminary, a STB from Gregorian University, Rome, and Masters degrees in biblical theology and education from the University of San Francisco.
He was ordained to the priesthood on May 1, 1963 for the Diocese of Monterey in California. In the Diocese of Monterey he had various assignments, including parochial vicar, pastor, chairman of the Divine Worship Commission, chairman and member of the Presbyterian Council and Priests Pension Committee, and member of the Diocesan Board of Education. In addition, he served as Chancellor, Moderator of the curia and the Vicar General.

On December 27, 1988, Pope John Paul II appointed him Bishop of Boise, Idaho. He was ordained and installed as Bishop of that See on April 3,1989. On September 3, 1998, Bishop Brown was installed as the third Bishop of Orange, succeeding Bishop Norman McFarland, who had served the Diocese of Orange until his retirement.

Bishop Brown has served / is serving on the following committees:

Former chairman of the Laity Committee for the National Conference Catholic Bishops

1. Former member of the North American College Board of Governors and on the Lay Ministry Subcommittee and the Third Millennium Subcommittee

2. Former member of Pastoral Practices

3. Former member of World Mission

4. Former Chairman of the Bishop's Committee on Ecumenism and Interreligious Affairs

5. Former Member of the Administrative Committee

6. Former member Bishop's Committee on Liturgy

7. Currently the Chairman of the BCEIA Subcommittee on Interreligious Dialogue

8. Member of the Orthodox - Roman Catholic Bishop's Dialogue

9. A Member of the Pontifical Council on Interreligious Dialogue

Ms. Robin Bush
Robin Bush is The Asia Foundation's Country Representative in Indonesia where she manages an international and national staff of over 60 and a grants and technical assistance portfolio of over $50 million. Dr. Bush directs the Foundation's extensive governance, civil society, democracy; economic and business policy reform programs in Indonesia. The Asia Foundation is the largest private non-profit international organization supporting governance and economic reform in Indonesia.

Prior to becoming the Country Representative in 2008, Dr. Bush was the Foundation's Deputy Country Representative in Indonesia. Prior to that, Dr. Bush was the Regional Director for Islam and Development, responsible for assisting Foundation offices Asia-wide in developing Islam​ related programs. These programs include civil society, education, and anti-poverty programs implemented in collaboration with Muslim organizations. Dr. Bush has been with the Foundation since 1998, when she joined its Indonesia office as a Program Officer for the Islam and Civil Society program.

She is the author of the book Nahdlatul Ulama and the Struggle for Power within Islam and Politics in Indonesia, recently published by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies press. She is also the author of numerous articles on politics and Islam in Indonesia. Dr. Bush has lived in Indonesia for over 20 years.

Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia

Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia is the Chairperson of the National Interfaith Committee of the World Sikh Council -- America Region, and served as the Secretary General of the organization for 2004-2005. At the national level, he represents the Sikh faith on the Presidents Council and Steering Committee of Religions for Peace  USA as its Moderator, serves on the Board of Directors of the North American Interfaith Network as its Vice-Chair, and is a member of the Board of Trustees as well as Executive Committee of the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions. He also serves on the Board of Scholars and Practitioners of The Journal of Inter​ -Religious Dialogue.


Mr. Sami Catovic
Attorney - State of New Jersey

Founding Member of New Jersey Muslim Bar Association.

PhD Candidate - Department of Religion - Islamic Studies -Temple University, Philadelphia, PA. Adjunct Professor of Religion at Temple University.

Member of Executive Council of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) – largest umbrella organization of Muslims in the United States.

Participated and presented at various national and international interfaith programs and projects.

 Mr. Vineet Chander
Vineet Chander is the Coordinator for Hindu Life at Princeton University. An attorney and communications consultant specializing in religious communications, Vineet also serves as the North American Communications Director for the International Society, for Krishna Consciousness. He obtained his Juris Doctor degree from the George Washington University Law School in 2003, and previously worked as a prosecutor in the Queens County District Attorney's Office in New York City. He has also served as the Hindu chaplain at George Washington University (Washington, D.C) and Rutgers University (New Brunswick, New Jersey). Vineet was among the delegates at the historic 2005 World Summit organized by Religions for Peace International in Kyoto, Japan. His academic areas of interest include Chaitanya Vaishnavism, Hindu law, and the contemporary Hindu-American Diaspora. Rev. M. Dhammajothi
Rev. M. Dhammajothi is Senior Lecturer in the Pali and Buddhist Studies Unite at the University of Colombo.

Member, Senate of Sri Lanka Buddhist and. Pali University

Member, Committee for the Development of Pali Language and Literature, Ministry of Religious Affairs and Moral Upliftment

Member, Faculty Board, Postgraduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Kelaniya.

Executive Member, International Buddhist Universities Mahaculalankarrajavidyala University, Thailand.

Member, Advisory Board and Board of Management, Sri Lanka Association of Buddhist Monks

Founder Member, Sri Lanka Council of Religions for Peace (SLCRP)

General Secretary, Sri Lanka Council of Religions for Peace (SLCRP)

Ms. Jean F. Duff

Jean Duff currently serves as Executive Director of the Center for Interfaith Action on Global Poverty (CIFA), an initiative founded by Ed Scott in September 2008 which aims to increase the collective impact of the religious sector on global poverty and disease. CIFA supports interfaith leaders in Africa and the US in their efforts to scale up collaborations with national

governments and other partners against disease and poverty. CIFA mobilizes new technical and financial resources for the faith community, advocates on behalf of the religious sector, and supports efforts to improve the quality of data about faith based care.

From 2005- 2008, as Deputy Director of the Center for Global justice and reconciliation, she led Washington National Cathedral's global poverty program focusing on Malaria and Gender justice, While in this capacity, Ms Duff worked with leaders of 10 faith communities in Mozambique to design and fund the first national multi-faith campaign against malaria,, known by its Portuguese acronym "PIRCOM" She was also the lead manager for Breakthrough Summit at which the Women, Faith and Development Alliance, (co-convened by InterAction, Women Thrive International, Religions for Peace, and WNC/CIFA) was launched and over $1 billion in new commitments for women and girls was announced.

Ms. Duff has broad experience in the start-up of non-profit social enterprises. She has a special interest and track record in creating public-private partnerships that promote healthy communities. For the past 17 years she has worked exclusively with organizations serving the poor and advocating for social justice, including the Community Council for the Homeless, the Campaign for New Community, Building Better Communities Network, and Strive DC. Prior to this work, Ms Duff was a founding partner, and for 10 years Executive Vice President, of General Health Inc, a for -profit start up in preventive medicine. An alumna of University College, Dublin, and Columbia University, School of Public Health, she holds graduate degrees in clinical psychology and in epidemiology, as well as certificates of continuing education from Harvard and Wharton Business schools.

Ustadz Esmael Ebrahim
Ustadz Esmael Ebrahim is a graduate of the international Institute of Islamic Economics of the International Islamic University, Islamabad, Pakistan. He is presently the Deputy Secretary General and Member of the Board of Directors of the newly created national Ulama Conference of the Philippines (NUCP), the umbrella organization of more than 200 Muslim religious organizations all over the Philippines. The NUCP intends to unite Muslim Religious Leaders and organizations in the Philippines.

Ustadz Esmael also heads the Muslim Mindanao Halal Certifying Board, the only Halal certifier in the Philippines duly accredited and member of the International Halal Integrity Alliance based in Malaysia. He is also one of the conveners of the Philippine Council for Islam and Democracy, a Muslim think tank in the Philippines and part of the Southeast Asian Federation for Islam and Democracy (SEAFID) based in Indonesia. He is also a member of the Mindanao Think Tank (MU) responsible for assessing the peace process in Mindanao.

Ustadz Esmael is also the convener of the Assembly of the Darla! Ifta of the Philippines, the aggrupation of the regional Muftis in the country.

He served as Consultant of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Academy for Educational Development of the United States Agency for International Development AED​USAID, the Local Governance Support Programme for the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, a project funded by the Canadian International Development Agency. Ustadz Esmael was also the Resource Person of Japan International Cooperating Agency.
Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue

The Reverend Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue is the first woman to serve as president of Payne Theological Seminary, a 166-year old institution sponsored by the African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church. She is the first African American woman president of the 254 Association of Theological Schools (ATS) and the first woman to serve as president of any historically black theological seminary. Prior to her historical election, Dr. Fitchue was Professor of Religious Studies at Hampton University, Hampton, Virginia, and served as Executive Vice President of the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC), in addition, she was President of the Gaskin Fitchue Group, a consulting firm specializing in leadership development, organizational and community transformation for church and faith-based organizations.

Dr. Fitchue holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech Pathology from Rutgers University, a Masters of Science degree in Speech Pathology from the University of Michigan, a Masters of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological Seminary, and an Ed.D. in Administration, Planning & Social Policy from Harvard University. She has also completed post-graduate training at the Institute for Educational Management, Harvard University. In addition, Dr. Fitchue completed post-graduate training and certification in Marriage, Family and Relationship Counseling and Sex Therapy at Penn Council for Relationships, Division of Family Study, Department of Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania.

Presentations include the following: "Urban Ministry," at the International Urban Associates, Urban Consultation in South Africa; "Religion and the African American," at Soung Sil University in South Korea; "Urban Ministry Transformation," at Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire in West Africa. She has contributed to the Norton Anthology of African American Preaching and collaborated with Drs. Henry & Ella Mitchell noted homiletic scholars. More recent publications include "Managing Well: Seminary Preparation for Addressing HIV/AIDS, a Payne Theological Seminary Model" in The Anvil (2007) and "A Soul Shout for Theological Education" in The Anvil: Inheritance (2009).

Dr. Fitchue serves as a member of several civic, community, professional and social affiliations including the Board of Regents of Bakke Graduate University, the Advisory Board of the Christian Community Development Association (CODA), the Theological Schools and the Church Committee of the Association of Theological Schools, and the Society for the Study of Black Religion.

Dr. Fitchue is an ordained Itinerant Elder in the A.M.E. Church, where she serves as Associate Minister at Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and has served in this capacity at Jones Tabernacle A.M.E. Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church, Trenton, New Jersey.

Dr. Heidi Hadsell

Dr. Heidi Hadsell is President of Hartford Seminary in Hartford, CT. She came to the Seminary from the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, Bossey, Switzerland, where she served as Director.

Dr. Hadsell has taught at the Federal University of Santa Catarina, Florianopolis, Brazil; the University of Southern California; and McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, where she also served as Dean.

Dr. Hadsell has published on a number of subjects including ecumenism, environmental ethics, inter-religious relations and the public role of religion in society.

Dr. Hadsell lives in Hartford, CT.

Rev. Donald "Bud" Heckman

Rev. Donald "Bud" Heckman, Director for External Relations at Religions for Peace, is an ordained Christian minister from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. Rev. Heckman has served formerly as: Chief Development Officer of Hartford Seminary, Secretary General of Religions for Peace USA, Executive Secretary in the Mission Volunteers unit of the General Board of Global Ministries, and Program Administrator for the World Congress of Philosophy.

A summa cum laude graduate of Ohio University, Rev. Heckman has graduate degrees from the University of Chicago Divinity School and Boston University's Division of Religion and Theological Studies, as well as additional education from several other schools and centers. He has served rural, urban, and suburban churches in Illinois, Ohio, Massachusetts, New York, and Connecticut.

A frequent speaker and writer on interfaith relations, Rev. Heckman is editor of a new reference book for the field called InterActive Faith: The Essential Interreligious Community-Building Handbook (Skylight Paths, 2008). He lives in Manhattan with his wife Laura and children Annah and Noah.
Rabbi Brad Hirschfield
Author, radio and TV talk show host, Brad Hirschfield is the author of You Don't Have To Be Wrong For Me To Be Right: Finding Faith Without Fanaticism (2008), and is the co-host of the popular weekly radio show, Hirschfield and Kula, airing on KXL in Portland, OR. Listed as one of the nation's 50 most influential rabbis in Newsweek, and one of the top 30 "Preachers and Teachers" by Beliefnet.com, he is the creator of two landmark series, Building Bridges and American Pilgrimage, both on Bridges TV. President of CLAL-The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership, a leadership training institute, think-tank, and resource center, he writes a daily column for Beliefnet.com, Windows & Doors, and a weekly, For God's Sake, for the Washington Post/Newsweek.com's "On Faith."
Takeshi Kawabata

1970.-1974.3 Osaka University of Education

1974.4-1978.11 Gakurin Seminary of Rissho Kosei-kai

1976.4-78.5 United Faculty of Theology, Melbourne University

1978.12- Staff of Rissho Kosei-kai Headquarters

1992.12- Minister of Rissho Kosei-kai local centers (one in Japan-Shiga branch, another in the US-San Francisco branch)

2003.12- Director, Public Relations Section of Rissho Kosei-kai

2006.5- Director, External Affairs Department of Rissho Kosei-kai 200812.-present Director, General Affairs Bureau of Rissho Kosei-kai
Ms. Katherine Marshall

Ms. Marshall has focused a long career on international development. Currently she is a senior fellow at Georgetown University's Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, leading the Religion and Global Development Program. She is a visiting professor of government at Georgetown, and also visiting professor at the University of Cambodia. She heads the World Faiths Development Dialogue, which bridges the worlds of faith and development, and serves on several NGO boards, including AVINA Americas and the International Development Ethics Association (IDEA). As a World Bank officer (1971-2006) she worked on Africa, Latin America, and East Asia, with a mandate to address ethics and values. Her publications include Development and Faith: where Mind, Heart and Soul work Together (World Bank, 2007) and The World Bank: From Reconstruction to Development to Equity (Routledge, January 2008).
Archbishop Theodore Cardinal McCarrick

Born in Virginia and raised in New York City, Theodore Cardinal McCarrick was ordained a priest of New York on May 31, 1958. After receiving a PhD in sociology from The Catholic University of America and serving as assistant chaplain, dean of students and directo​r of development, he became president of the Catholic University of Puerto Rico in Ponce. He returned to New York in 1969 to become Associate Secretary for Education and secretary to Terence Cardinal Cooke.
In 1977, he was named Auxiliary Bishop of New York; in 1981, the first bishop of Metuchen; and in 1986, Archbishop of Newark. In January 2001, he was installed as Archbishop of Washington. Just seven weeks later, Pope John Paul II elevated him to the College of - Cardinals.
Cardinal McCarrick is past chair of the domestic and international policy committees for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, former chancellor of The Catholic University of America and former chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. He has long served on the Board of Directors of Catholic Relief Services and as a member of the Vatican's Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, for Justice and Peace, Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants any Itinerant Peoples and the Pontifical. Commission for Latin America.
He is known for his work on international human rights and religious freedom, and has traveled to nations such as China, Cuba, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Rwanda and Yugoslavia. In 2000, he was honored by the presidents of both Lebanon and the United States for his work on human rights, just two of many honors he has received. He also served on the United States Commission for International Religious Freedom.
In April 2005, Cardinal McCarrick was one of 115 Cardinals who participated in this conclave that elected Pope Benedict X VI as the successor to Pope John Paul IL Since retiring as Archbishop of Washington, Cardinal McCarrick has continued to travel internationally advocating on behalf of human rights and religious freedom.
Ms. Leila Muhammad
Ms. Leila Muhammad was born in Philadelphia, Penn., during the time her father, Imam W. Deen Mohammed, Malcolm X and other Ministers under the leadership of the Hon. Elijah Muhammad were spreading the message of The Nation of Islam. She and her parents, Wallace D Mohammed, as he was then known, and Shirley Mohammed, moved to Chicago, a few years later. She is blessed to have been at  her father's, leader's and friend's side, until his passing September 9th 2008; learning and working with him for the betterment of our Human Family.
Laila is a graduate of the University of Islam / Sister Clara Muhammad School and now works with other educators within that national school system. She holds a degree in Child Development and is very dedicated to the education of children.

Laila works within the interfaith and intrafaith community; as a community organizer and activist. Her work has been and is because of her love and concern for our Human Family.

Leila is Executive Director of Ash Shamsiyyah / The Umbrella, Family Service; established for the purpose of helping families in need. She is a published author. She also has a new spoken word CD. 
Mr. William O’ Brien

Bill O'Brien was born in Ft. Worth, Texas. He holds a liberal arts degree from Hardin​Simmons University and a Master of Church Music degree from the School of Church Music, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Post-graduate studies focused on missions and music. His alma mater honored him with a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1981.

O'Brien is Director of BellMitra Associates. BellMitra exists to equip leaders for transformative action and netweave communities of shared vision. Through this entity he conducts workshops in Horizon Mission Visioning and Conflict Transformation.

O'Brien was appointed as missionary to Indonesia in 1962 where he and his family served for two terms in the field of music and the arts, as well as teaching in the Baptist seminary and directing radio-television work for Indonesian Baptists. In 1976 Bill joined the administrative staff of the Foreign Mission Board. His work there spanned almost fifteen years, including nine years as Executive Vice President.

In 1991 O'Brien became the founding director of The Global Center at Samford University and missions professor in Samford's Beeson Divinity School. Bill served for six years on the board of directors of The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. He was president of the American Society of Missiology for the 2003-2004 term. He serves as regent emeritus on the Board of Regents of Bakke Graduate University in Seattle, Washington.

Currently O'Brien serves on the Advisory Board of the School of Social Work of Baylor University, the board of The Mission Society based in Norcrosse, Georgia, and is visiting mission-scholar-in-residence at Baylor University's Truett Seminary. O'Brien also serves as an adjunct teacher at the John Leland Center for Theological Studies in Washington, D.C., and at Dallas Baptist University in the field of missions.

O'Brien co-authored Choosing a Future for U.S. Missions, published by MARC in 1998, and wrote Challenges Confronting Baptist Missions in 2003 for The Baptist History and Heritage Society.

In retirement O'Brien lives in Frisco, Texas. Bill serves as the Program Director of Compassion Frisco, and facilitator for the Bridges of Hope network created, to work among the tsunami survivors in Aceh, Indonesia. 
Ms. Zeenat Rahman

Zeenat is the Director of Strategic Partnerships at the Interfaith Youth Core. In this position she oversees policy initiatives and international programs, as well as strategic media outreach for the organization. She frequently travels abroad to speak about the importance of interfaith youth work. in promoting civic engagement and healthy integration amongst youth.

She is a member of the Transatlantic Network 2020 - a program sponsored by the British Council; which seeks to create sustainable, multilateral networks that span engages future leaders from North America, the UK, and the rest of Europe to collaboratively address global issues. She is a 2008-9 Fellow with the American Muslim Civic Leaders Institute at the University of Southern California's Center for Religion and Civic Culture.  

Zeenat completed her Master's Degree at the University of Chicago's Center for Middle East. Studies in June 2006. Her thesis work was focused on Muslim youth and the territorializing of Muslim religious institutions in America. Currently, she is one of the co-creators of a play based on Muslim women and their real life experiences, told in monologue format.

Mr. Bernard Adeney-Risakotta

Bernard Adeney-Risakotta is Director of Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies (ICRS-Yogya), in the Graduate School of Gadjah Mada University. ICRS-Yogya is a cooperative, inter-religious doctoral program sponsored by secular, Muslim and Christian universities.                                                                                         

Bernie was born in China of English and American parents. Bernie finished high school in Taiwan and completed his B.A. from University of Wisconsin in Asian Studies and Literature. His second degree, a B.D. (Hons.) is from University of London, specializing in Asian Religions and Ethics. Bernie's Ph.D. is from the Graduate Theological Union (GTU) in cooperation with UC Berkeley, in Religion and Society. From 1982 until 1991 he taught at the GTU Berkeley. 

Since 1991 he has lived in Indonesia, teaching at Duta Wacana Christian University, Gadjah Mada University and the State Islamic University. Bernie has been a Fellow at St. Edmunds College, Cambridge and at the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS), Amsterdam. He was GTU Berkeley Alumnus of the Year. His books include, Strange Virtues: Ethics in a Multicultural World. Currently he is writing on Modernity, Religion and Culture in the Social Imaginary of Southeast Asia.
Dr. Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta

Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta is an anthropologist and theologian whose work is centrally concerned with the interplay between universal religious identities and local ancestral rituals in fomenting violence and solving conflict. Her work focuses on ritual exchange as a framework for cooperation, the extension of social networks, and reconciliation. She is an affiliate of the Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies, a unique collaboration of secular, Muslim and Christian universities in Yogya, Indonesia. 
Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Gerald Serotta is the co-founder and current Executive Director of Clergy Beyond Borders. He also is the Rabbi of Shirat HaNefesh Congregation in Chevy Chase, MD. Rabbi Serotta served as a university chaplain and Hillel Rabbi for 28 years, the last twenty at The George Washington University where he was Chair of the Board of Chaplains. He also served as President of the Association of Hillel and Jewish Campus Professionals. While on Sabbatical from Hillel he held the position of Senior Rabbinic Scholar-in-Residence at the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, working on issues of globalization and economic justice from a Jewish perspective.


Aside from his professional work, Rabbi Serotta has for decades been a national leader in the Jewish community in the area of social. justice. He was the founder and recently left his position as Chair of Rabbis for Human Rights, North America after an eight year term. He was listed in American Jewish Biographies (published in 1982) as one of 500 living American Jews who have contributed significantly to American or American Jewish life. The editor, Murray Polner, comments, "Since the late 1960's Rabbi Gerald Serotta has been in the vanguard of progressive Jewish movements that seek to draw disaffected, unaffiliated, primarily younger Jews into a Judaism that is forward-looking and more accepting of changed values and styles of life,"

His long record of activism and leadership in seeking progressive social change in the US and advocating peaceful solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict began in 1973 when he co. founded Breira, a Jewish organization which called for a Palestinian State as a solution to the conflict, In 1980 he founded and served as the initial Co-Chair of New Jewish Agenda, a national organization conceived to be a "progressive voice within the Jewish community and a Jewish voice within the progressive community," He participated on the initial board which led to the creation of Jewish Fund for Justice. He has also served on numerous other Boards including those of Jews United .for Justice, Aleph: Alliance for Jewish Renewal, and, Tikkun Magazine.

Rabbi Serotta has also been involved in interfaith work through the Fellowship of Reconciliation (beginning with a reconciliation mission in 1975 to Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Palestine, and Israel) and the Interfaith Committee for Peace in the Middle East. He served as the first rabbi on the board of the Faith and Polities Institute, an interfaith, bi-partisan effort to bring spiritual reflection to the work of the US Congress, and serves as a clergy representative on the Workers Rights Board of the District of Columbia, He has lectured in the International Conflict Resolution program at Eastern Mennonite University.


Rabbi Serotta's undergraduate degree is from Harvard (1.968). He holds a Doctor of Divinity degree from Hebrew Union College, where he was ordained Rabbi in New York in 1974. He holds Masters Degrees from Hebrew Union College in Hebrew Literature, and from New York L. Theological Seminary in Pastoral Counseling. He also did graduate work at Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

He and his wife, Dr. Cindy Arnson, who directs the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center, live in Chevy Chase, Maryland, with their three children, Zack, 21, and twins Jeanne and Micah, 14. 

Rev. Kyoichi Sugino

Rev.Kyoichi Sugino serves as Assistant Secretary General of Religions for Peace, co-ordinating Religions for Peace regional offices in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East, and its affiliated Inter-religious Councils (IRCs) in over 70 countries. Rev. Sugino has been directly engaged in multi-religious diplomacy and track-II negotiations in Iraq, Sri Lanka and other conflict zones. After graduating in 1991 from Gakurin Seminary in Tokyo and receiving ordination as a Dharma Teacher in Rissho Kosei-kai, a major Japanese Buddhist denomination, Rev. Sugino served as Policy Research Officer at the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Geneva. Holding a Master's degree in international law and international human rights law from the University of Wisconsin, Rev. Sugino's published work on humanitarian and peace-building issues includes The Non-Political and Humanitarian' Clause in UNHCR's Statute, Refugee Survey Quarterly, Volume 17, Number 1 (UNHCR/Oxford University Press, 1998) and Building Peace in Iraq: Inter-religious Council of Iraq, Vol. 4, (United Nations Journal, 2004).

Professor Jan Willis

Jan Willis (BA and MA in Philosophy, Cornell University and PhD in Indic and Buddhist Studies, Columbia University, 1976) is Professor of Religion at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut. She has studied with Tibetan Buddhists in India, Nepal, Switzerland and the U.S. for four decades, and has taught courses in Buddhism for thirty-five years. She is the author of The Diamond Light: An introduction to Tibetan Buddhist Meditation (1972), On Knowing Reality: The Tattvartha Chapter of Asanga's Bodhisattvabhumi (1979), Enlightened Beings: Life Stories from the Ganden Oral Tradition (1995); and the editor of Feminine Ground: Essays on Women and Tibet (1989). 

Additionally, Willis has published a number of articles and essays on various topics in Buddhism-Buddhist meditation, women and Buddhism and Buddhism and race. In 2001, she authored the memoir, Dreaming Me: An African American Woman's Spiritual Journey (re-issued October 1, 2008 by Wisdom Publications as Dreaming Me: Black, Baptist, and Buddhist-One Woman's Spiritual Journey). In December of 2000, Time magazine named Willis one of six "spiritual innovators for the new millennium." In 2003, she was a recipient of Wesleyan University's Binswanger Prize for Excellence in Teaching. In September of 2005, Newsweek magazine's "Spirituality in America" issue included a profile of her and, in its May 2007 edition, Ebony magazine named Willis one of its "Power 150" most influential African Americans.

Mr. Arvind Vora

Having been blessed with a good education, multiple talents, and a desire to always be meaningfully busy and active to help others, he has compiled an unparalleled experience in the field of community work, religion, politics, etc.

COMMUNITY:

Living on Long Island in the late sixties and seventies when there may have been less than, a dozen Indian Americans wasn't easy, and as such to help fellow immigrants he became instrumental being one of the founder members of India Association of Long Island. He held a variety of positions for 16 years, including Editor of Newsletters and Journals. When he was President in 1992 he was able to break traditional immigrant passiveness to join "mainstream" and brought two County Executives (Nassau's - Gulotta and Suffolk's Gaffney) on a single platform to affirm, appreciate and recognizjft vibrancy of these newly arrived immigrants from India.

Suffolk County Executive Halpin, in appreciation of a growing need, established the first ever Indian-American Task Force and appointed Arvind Vora the first Chairman in 1990.

He held key positions for two years in Federation of Indian Associations (FIA-NY) which organizes parade in New York City where traditional Grand Marshalls are actors/actresses from Mumbaif India along with the Mayor of New York City. He helped establish key liaison with New York City Mayors, Mayor Koch, Mayor Dinkins, and Mayor Giuliani. He established through hard work many firsts in the history of FIA (e.g., the first female Grand Marshall - Hema Malini).

Being a visionary, he saw the need to build an organization to serve as a bridge between the Indian immigrants and local residents and hence the creation of Shanti Fund. Experience and farsightedness of key volunteers have helped to create a structure for Shanti Fund which is devoid of election-related problems, infighting, and jealousy. It has kept an extremely low profile but won the tremendous accolades from all segments of the society. (See one-page info on Shanti Fund.)

In addition he has helped many local institutions, e.g., Girl Scouts (Nassau and Suffolk), United Way, SNAP, AJC (Congress & Committee both), Martin Luther King, Jr., Newsday, etc.

RELIGION:

Arvind Vora belongs to an extremely small (numerically) but a very ancient religion called JAIN. He helped establish local, regional and national Jain organizations in North America. The White House requested him to lead a delegation of 15 people for the bill (Religious Freedom Act) signing ceremony by President Clinton in the Rose Garden of the White House, In 2005, he was invited to the President's Palace in New Delhi for a multi-faith dialogue with the then-President of India, Hon. Abdul Kalam, who is a renowned scientist and a Muslim in a majority Hindu nation. Arvind Vora was one of ten invited (and the only Jain) to meet/greet Pope Benedict on his first visit to the USA in April 2008.On 1-1-2010, he offered prayers on behalf of LIMFF at the inauguration of newly elected Nassau County Executive Edward Mangano, as was done four years ago for Thomas Suozzi.

Arvind Vora helped to found the Jain Society of Long Island. He worked very hard for three critical years at Jain Center of America in New York City, which hosted the very first JAINA convention in New York. 
Dr. William Vendley

Dr. William Vendley has served as Secretary General of Religions for Peace since 1994. He is a member of its World Council, which is composed of outstanding international religious leaders. He also serves as the organization's chief executive officer, overseeing the international secretariat in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, the Middle East and North Africa.

Dr. Vendley coordinates the international activities and projects of Religions for Peace's Interreligious Councils in more than seventy states around the world. He works in areas engaged in armed conflict to mobilize and equip religious communities to mediate and mitigate violent conflict and build a climate of peace.

In Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sierra Leone, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liberia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and many other countries, Dr. Vendley has led negotiations that have helped to prevent conflicts from developing, mediate peace among warring parties and rebuild societies in the aftermath of violence.
Under his leadership, Religions for Peace and its local affiliates engaged religious communities in collaborative work to assist orphans of HIV/AIDS in Africa.
Dr. Vendley was a participant in His Majesty King Abdullah's historic inter-religious meeting in Madrid, Spain in 2008 and has been requested by the Muslim World League to serve on its Follow-up Committee. Dr. Vendley advises the White House through President Barack Obama's Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation Task Force.
Dr. Vendley is a theologian and has served as a professor and dean in graduate schools of theology. He lectures frequently in academic, United Nations and NGO fora.
He has been awarded numerous prizes for religion and human rights, and serves on the boards of a number of organizations ranging from the fine arts to those committed to peace building.

He holds a doctorate in systematic theology from Fordham University and a master's degree in religious studies from the Maryknoll School of Theology.

H.H. Preah Aggamahasangharajadhipati Tep Vong
The Great Supreme Patriarch of the Kingdom of Cambodia

At 10, he was sent to study Khmer literature and mathematics at a monastery. In 1947, at 15, he became a novice (Samanera) under the tutelage of Venerable Hing Mao, chief monk of Reach Bo temple, Siem Reap province.
On 10 June, 1952, at 21, he was given higher ordination (Upasampada) by Most Venerable Hing Mao, the preceptor in Reach Bo temple, Siem Reap province. From 1975 - 1979 of Pot Pot's regime, Bhikkhu Tep Vong was severely tortured like other innocent Khmer people. On 19 September, 1979, he was given the second higher ordination by the most venerable Thitasilo, preceptor.

Khmer literature and arithmetic. Ancient Khmer carpentry. Successfully completion of three levels of Dhammavinaya.
Expert in reciting Vinaya Patimokha (Disciplinary rules of Bhikkhu). Expert at teaching Vipassana meditation and Pali grammar.

In 1957, he was appointed a vice-chief incumbent of Reach Bo temple, Siem- Reap province.
 In 1979, after getting re-ordained, he was appointed the Chief of Cambodian Sangha and the preceptor for the whole country. On 8 November 1991, Most Venerable Tep Vong was conferred the title Preah Mahasurnedhadhipati, and the Sangha Nayaka of the State of Cambodia by Chea Sim, the President of the State Council of Cambodia. On 15 November 1991, Preah Mahasumedhadhipati Tep Vong was named the Supreme. Patriarch of Mahanikaya Buddhist Order of Cambodia by a Royal Decree of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Head of State and President of the Supreme National Council (SNC). On 29 April, 2006, he was conferred the highest religious title as Samdech Preah Aggamahasangharajadhipati, Mahasangharaja (The Great Supreme Patriarch) of the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Reestablishing the Buddhist educational institutions throughout the country from Lower Education until Higher Education. - Building the Vipassana meditation centers throughout the country. Reconstructing the Buddhist Sangha Administrative Structure from the national level to temple level throughout country. Establishing a new institute of monk which is called Sangha Governing Board for all; thee. provinces of Cambodia. Writing many books such as: Adult literacy, morality, ethics, the Man's Code of Conduct; Woman's Code of Conduct, and on Buddhism.
Constructing many buildings such as: Buddhist schools, the monastic schools; constructing roads, bridges, stupas, temples, hospitals.
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